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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


WIITLER’S speech, for which the world 

2 trembled on Monday, left the Czecho- 
slovak crisis exactly where it was. Martial 
Jaw in the Sudeten districts, the ultima- 
tum demanding its repeal, and renewed 
riots following refusal led on to the 
Sudeten’s plain demand for self-determina- 
tion. 

Mr. Chamberlain’s visit to Hitler, if 
dictated as much by the fact of the conse- 
quent deadlock as by any will to get down 
at last to the real issues, was by far the 
wisest and most hopeful step in the whole 
business to date. What he said—or was 
told—might not be so good for the general 
cause of peace. 

There is one feature of this Czech prob- 
lem which the supporters of collective 
security should inwardly digest. It has been 
repeatedly claimed that “collective 
security” saved world peace on May 21, 
when Czechoslovakia suddenly mobilized 
during her municipal elections. At the time 
she received unconditional support from 
outside. The reason given for this action 
was that Germany was concentrating troops 
on her frontier. The case for “collective 
security” is that this united action pre- 
vented Germany from marching. 

Even if we assume the facts were correct, 
events have shown us that “collective 
security” on May 21 did nothing whatever 
to save peace, as the danger of var has 
been mounting ever since. Now Hitler 
strongly denies the facts of German 
frontier concentrations in May in the most 
explicit terms. 

There has in fact been a growing feel- 
ing that May 21 marked a repetition of 
the same trick played on the world in 
March, 1936, when Germany re-occupied 
the Rhineland. The world was thrown 
into a fever of apprehension by assurances 
that German troops were advancing with 
full war equipment cand might attack 
France. 

Owing to that trick of May 21. Germany 
immediately decided to finish the con- 
struction of her frontier fortifications wv: :th- 
in a minimum of time, and today something 
like half a million workers are engaged 
upon this undertaking. In addition Ger- 
many decided to bring her air force to full 
war-time strength. 

The result of this so-called “collective 
security.” far from bringing peace has only 
led to increased war possibilities. It gave 
Germany the feeling that “collective 
security ” could be used as an excuse for 
aggression against herself. The result of it 
all is that the Czechoslovak problem has 
now to be settled in a condition of force and 
threats of force. 


HITLER'S SPEECH 


‘TO understand what Nazism means to 
'" Germany one should listen to Hitler 
speaking on a dramatic occasion, such as 
that which arose on the last day of the 
Nuremberg rally. His speech was an amaz- 
ing feat, when the vehemence of his ex- 
Pressions is compared with the mildness of 
his conclusions. 


He received wild and prolonged applause 
for opinions and views for which in Eng- 
(Continued on back page.) 
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PACIFIST MOVEMENT’S STAND 


to keep up to date for more than a matter of hours, it is possible to state in the most emphatic terms 


D ‘ree the rapidity with which the international situation is changing, making it almost impossible 


the general view which the pacifist movement of this country takes, and with which it is making every 
effort at this time to give a constructive lead to those who refuse to believe that war is the only way out. 


First and foremost it is our unshakable conviction that in no 
circumstances can war solve the problems at issue. We are there- 
fore more determined than ever to resist war. 


So far from being a merely negative attitude, this resistance is 
absolutely inseparable from a persistent demand not only that justice 
should be done in particular instances, but that the real questions 
involved, concerning as they do the whole system of international 
relationships, should be bravely faced in the only possible way—by 
the method of full, frank and open discussion between all the Powers 
concerned. 


Opinion in Germany is clear that Herr Hitler's speech was a chal- 
lenge not so much to Czech-German as to Anglo-German and Franco- 
German relations. Even The Times correspondent in Berlin admits that 
“Herr Hitler is determined to change once and for all the Versailles 
structure of Europe.” As against this, the equally open charge is made 
in Washington that Germany’s real object is not so much justice for a 
German minority as, in General Hugh Johnson’s words: “ The old Ger- 
man idea, the Eurasian axis, extending to the South-East across the 
Danube to the Persian Gulf.” 


The pacifist movement takes its stand on the conviction that peace can be 
secured neither by resort to war to defend either of these rival interests (how- 
ever necessary or even just they might appear within the power politics system) 
nor by a bargaining between the two at the expense of the weak, but only by 
ending the system itself and shaping relations now on a basis of international 
cooperation for the good of all. 


On Monday of this week when the situation threatened to develop on the most 
disastrous lines, the following statement was issued from Peace Pledge Union Head- 
quarters, at 96 Regent Street, W.1: 


IN view of the seriousness of the internattonal situation, particularly of the 
possibility that Germany may attack Czechoslovakia, we must resolve upon 
our course of action as pacifists. 

We desire, therefore, to reaffirm our conviction that in no circumstances can 
we support or take part in a war. 

That justice cannot be secured by war the present situation is in itself 
evidence, because it arises originally in part out of the Treaty of Versailles and 
the general treatment meted out to Germany since. It is clear that another 
European war could not save Czechoslovakia in particular or democracy in 
general. It would be accompanied by general anarchy and destruction. 

But we realize that it is not sufficient merely to announce our intention to 
refuse to take any part in a war. Aggression is a symptom: we have to 
deal with the disease. 

As pacifists we have consistently asserted that none of the pressing problems 
can be settled in isolation. The real issue seems to us to be whether we are 
mainly concerned with maintaining our own imperial interests intact, or whether 
we are ourselves prepared to make concessions and not only expect the Czech 
Government to do so. 

We believe that the tension in Europe could be relieved at once if our 
Government was willing to make considerable sacrifices of our own imperial 
interests for the purpose of securing economic and political justice all round. 

We therefore urge all our own members to stand firm to their pledge in all 
circumstances, to continue to press for a more constructive policy of positive 


peacemaking. 
| The last war cost: | 
Deaths:— 
Directly ee es 13.055,000 Indirectly vs «+ 28,379,000 
Total .. ee 41,434,000 
Wounded over 23,000,000 


In Great Britain and the Empire alone— 
1,104,890 were killed. 
2,200,000 were wounded. 


39,000 men lost a limb. 
2,100 were totally blinded. 
160,000 wives lost husbands. 6,187 men lost their reason. 
300,000 children lost fathers. 4,060 men became epileptics. 
42,000 men contracted tuberculosis. 
o There are still in the United Kingdom 423,000 ex-service men who are suffering 
permanent disablement as a direct result of war service. 


The Great War left Great Britain with a debt of £7,000 millions, 


| Peace Conference 


BEFORE War 


NG on his election 

the League Assembly on 
proper use of the League by “using it as an 
instrument for the righting of international 
wrong wherever it exists,” Mr. De Valera said: 


May we find this assembly close with the 
immediate dangers past, and a beginning made 
for the coming together of that conference for 
peace upon the basis of justice which the 
peoples of the world want and which is 
possible before, but scarcely ever possible 
after, a war. 


as president of 
Monday, for the 


\Convention 
to Urge World 


Conference 


A PRACTICAL and positive pacifist 

policy based on the renunciation of 
war and involving the removal of all pre- 
parations, and commitments of a military 
character, is the subject of a resolution to 
be brought before a pacifist convention to 
be held in the Central Hall, Swansea, next 
Saturday (September 24). 

The resolution calls for a new World 
Conference at which economic and terri- 
torial grievances may be examined, dis- 
cussed, and settled by mutual adjustment, 
if necessary by definite sacrifices on the 
part of those nations which, like our own, 
control a large proportion of the natural re- 
sources of the earth. 

It declares in favour of the organization 
of the world’s supply and exchange of raw 
materials and foodstuffs on the basis of the 
rights and needs of all peoples, in place of 
the present trade restrictions, and accord- 
ingly welcomes the Van Zeeland Report. 

The convention will consist of two ses- 
sions, one from 2.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. and the 
other from 6 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. 


u 


Mr. James H. Hudson will be in the 
chair and the speakers will include 
George Lansbury, W. J. Jenkins, Ithel 

the Rev. 


Wvies, the Rev. D. E, Williams, 
BS i Rosalind Bevan and 


George M. Li. Davies. _ 
Particulars are obtainable from Idris 


ampton Place, Swansea. 


| What would a new war cost? | Morgan, c/o Mr. Ithel Davies, 13 North- 


i? 


PEACE 


Tes Appeals for Peace 


Memkers of the Stoke group of the Peace 
Pledge Union have sent an open letter to 
the Prime Minister, containing a rlea 
which, they believe. represents the con- 
sidered judgment of a vast number of their 
fellow-citizens. 


“In a desperate situation like the present 
one.” they say, “truth is the most powerful 
ally we possess, and the most urgent need 
is to convey the true facts of this crisis to 
the German people who are deluded by 
skilful propaganda.” 

May we respectfully suggest that an official 
declaration of the facts of the Sudeien crisis 
and ef British policy to it be broadcast imme- 
diately to the peoples of the world? We 
believe that this’ could best be done by your- 
self. or by the Foreign Secretary, through the 
medium of the British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion, and that the declaration should be 
repeatedly broadcast in several languages, 
including German. 

The statement could effectively include an 
assurance to the German people of our 
friendly feelings toward them and could also 
peint out that the latest proposals of the 
Czech Government make a peaceful solution 
of Sudeten claims ccmpletely possible. It 
should, however, be made clear that we do 


Town Council and 


A.R.P. 
NO ACTION VOTE 


From our Own Correspondent, 


J. D. MACLEAN 


EFDUMFRIES Town Council has agreed, by 
eleven votes to nine to postpone for 
twelve months consideration of the ques- 
tien of air raid precautions. 
The motion for the delay was moved by 
Mr. William Gray, seconded by Mr. A. 
Graham, who said that: 


If one third of the money that was being 
spent on air raid precautions by the nations 
was spent on. pursuit of peace there would 
be less fear of war 


At the start of the meeting the council 
was addressed by Mr. A. MacCallum, 
Regional Inspector for the Air Raid Pre- 
eautions Department of the Home Office. 
He said it was his duty to see that local 
authorities carried out the statutory duties 
placed on them by the Air Raid Precau- 
tions Act, and he was sorry to have to 
observe that no real steps had been taken 
in the Borough of Dumfries. 


FURTHER PROTESTS 
Following our exposure of the deceptive 
methods used by the Home Office ‘to per- 
suade unwilling churches to cooperate in 
air raid precautions, letters of protest 


against them have reached this office. Mr. | 


C. W. Aldis, of Norwich writes: 

As a Methodist preacher of 44 years, I 
strongly protest against Sir Samuel Hoare’s 
false statement re ARP. Our church has not 
promised support, and we have a strong and 
growing pacifist spirit. 

‘All preachers are expected to preach 
the ‘Gospel of Whitehall’ on October 2”, 
writes Mr. John Pettitt, a Methodist local 
preacher of Huntingdon, who adds: 

May I, a common man, appeal to all 
preachers who will occupy a pulpit on October 
2. not to preach ARP, but the simple Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. ARP is part of the military 
machine to subdue and occupy people's minds. 


“BUSINESS INTERESTS” 


One of the most enterprising of London’s 
printing and publishing houses, the Walt- 
hamstow Press Ltd., has realized who bene- 
fits from air raid precautions. 

A fly leaf attached to the first issue of 
ARP Weekly News Summary, in which 
they publish information covering a wide 


range of aspects of ARP schemes, states: 
Published exclusively for ARP Officers, 
Cinef Wardens. and those in control of private 
schemes, this journal will give you a clear 
insight into the ARP market. 


Pacifist Scoutmaster 
Loses Warrant 


From our Own Correspondent 


A Scoutmaster, Mr. Henry of Hurlford, 
Ayrshire, after several preliminary meet- 
ings and discussions with the County Com- 
missioner of the Scout Movement, has had 
his warrant cancelled, 

The reason is understood to be that he 
could not subscribe to the patriotic duties 
of a Scoutmaster as set out in Scouting for 
Bous. 

Mr. ‘lenry 
Pledge Union. 


is a member of the Peace 
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NEWS as 


not recognize Germany’s right to destroy the 
integrity of Czechoslovakia. 

We believe that the force of this declara- 
tion would be immensely strengthened in the 
eyes of the German people if there were added 
to it a statement of our readiness to call 
together at an early date a European con- 
ference to examine openly all outstanding 
Erievances betwecn nations, including those 
affecting minorities, In our opinion the Van 
Zeeland Report has already indicated the 
general lines along which the work of such a 
conference could be pursued. 

Such a statement of policy, courageously 
made, would relieve the suspense in which 
Europe is now living and give heart to the 
democratic forces everywhere. It would 


assuage fascist fanaticism by removing its | 


chief raison d'etre. 
* * 


The Union Internationale des Societes 
de la Paix draws the attention of govern- 
ments and public opinion to the fact that 
Germany and Czechoslovakia signed an 
arbitration treaty in October, 1925; that on 
the same date Germany and France were 
equally bound by an arbitration treaty: 
and that treaties organized to maintain 
peace are more sacred than those to main- 
tain war. 


Heading for 


Conscription 


NATIONAL REGISTER 
CAMPAIGN REVIVED 


A® if we were not heading fast enough 

for a situation in the event of which 
we have already been promised conscrip- 
tion, the campaign for the back-door 
method of a national register has again 
been revived. 


In an unusually long and specially prom- 
inent write-up, The Times last week drew 
attention to a sustained demand made in 
the September number of the Round Table. 
A leading article in that monthly journal 
asks:—~ 

Are we not inexorably led to the conclusion 
that a country in Great Britain's position 
needs as a defensive minimum a_ universal 
national register in peace time, with compul- 
sory training for those whose allotted duties 
require it? 

Air raid precautions are again used to 
urge the matter further, for the writer of 
an article on the subject, commenting on 
the lack of enthusiasm for ARP, concludes 
that 

A system of peace-time registration is 
advisable if energy and talent are to be 
properly distributed in the event of war. 


“COMPLETE REQRGANIZATION ” 


The conclusion of © an article in 
The Spectator for September 2, dealing 
with “ the immense increase in the demand 
for man power” in modern warfare, was 
that “a complete reorganization of the 
whole economic life of the country” was 
an essential part of war preparation. 

The writer then attempted to deny that 
this meant conscription, but this rested on 
the impossible suggestion that “ military 
service and discipline” meant in practice 
something different, to the ordinary people. 
from “reasonable share in the defence of 
their home and country.” 

The writer added:— 

What is wanted is not the mobilization of 
masses as masses, wrenched from their peace- 
time occupations and welded into homo- 
geneous bodies by military discipline and 
training, but on the contrary, the most careful 
and detailed planning and distribution of the 
whole man-power available, so as to assure 
through the optimum use of every individual 
the maximum output of military supplies and 
armament together with the indispensable 
mimimum output of the other requirements. 


Call it what you like, it remains a turning 


lof the whole energy of the whole man to 


ends of destruction and death to the conse- 
quent complete exclusion of efforts for 
peace and life. 


MORE ENTHUSIASM 
FOR G.L.’s 
PEACE MISSION 


More accounts of the remarkable recep- 
tion which, as we have recorded on more 
than one occasion, has been given to George 
Lansbury’s peace mission, as’ contrasted 
with current news of defence measures, 
come this week from Hull and Ealing. 

A Hanwell couple, members of the Peace 
Pledge Union, went to an Ealing cinema 
prepared to be alone, in one of the most 
respectable of London’s suburbs, to show 
their real feelings in the matter. But their 
applause was’ quite drowned by the spon- 
taneous outburst from the audience. 


LA 
THE 


Germans. 


It will be a challenge that will have to be 
accepted.” 

Only one interpretation of such a declara- 
tion in the official organ of the Labour 
movement is possible: the British Labour 
movement is ready for an “anti-fascist ” 
war, 

We are not prepared to accept the de- 
clarations of the “ Daily Herald,” or even 
those of Labour’s leaders, as the true 
voice of British socialism. On the con- 
trary we declare that they misrepresent, 


if they do not betray, the true voice of the 
movement which had Keir Hardie as its 
founder and Edward Carpenter as one of 
its prophets. 


British socialism is based upon a recognition 
of the common brotherhood of man, and on this 
basis it has striven to realize social and inter- 
national justice in its political ~ activity. 
Socialists have detested war, for it represents a 
complete denial of that common fraternity. 

The British Labour movement has declared 
again and again that war solves nothing and 


that its immense and terrible burden falls upon | 


these who have nothing to gain by war. War 
means a perpetual denial of social justice to the 
vast mass of humanity. 


TEST OF PEACE POLICY 

The present international situation is a 
consequence of the last war. Whether or 
not it leads to another armed conflict of 
similar magnitude, this crisis is an acid test 
of Labour’s peace policy and will have a 
profound effect upon Labour’s future de- 
velopment. It is, in fact, the parting of the 
ways. If the present leadership of the 
party is accepted without challenge it 
means that the Labour movement as a 
peace movement is doomed. 

In 1914, despite pledges of socialist inter- 
national solidarity, the Labour Party sup- 
ported the War, in view of a cruel act of 
aggression against Belgium. It has realized 
since that the plea of “ little Belgium ” was 
but a covering of power politics of the 
lowest order. 


Sepiemoe> 17, 1938 


OUR LEADERS SELL 


PASS 


But Members Can Make Voices Heard 


NDER the heading of “ United Nation,” the leading article in 
Monday’s Daily Herald commits the Labour movement to 
national unity in support of the latest Czech offer to the Sudeten 


It declares that the mere rejection of this offer constitutes a crime “greater even 
than an act of aggression by a great nation upon a small and innocent neighbcur. . . . 


At the close of the War in 1919, Labour 
dedicated itself to the creation of a rew 
international system which, rejecting 
power politics, should have justice and 
right for its foundation. 


Today the call may come to oppose with arms 
an act of aggression against another little State, 
Czechoslovakia. Seen in its historica! setting, 
the case of Czechoslovakia is infinitely weaker 
than was the case of Belgium. 


The same sinister play of power politics is 
present. A moral case for war, weak as it is 
now recognized b; non-pacifists to have been in 
1914, is simply non-existent today. 


Are members of the Labour Party, is British 
socialism, to give blind and unstinted support 
to a war which is ultimately a denial of the 
right of self-determination to a German 
minority? Is Labour again to act the recruiting 
sergeant and drive the working classes to sacri- 
fice their lives in millions and their hope of 
social improvement for years to come in a war 
which will have no moral sanction whatever? 


THE TIME HAS COME 


There is no authority for the Labour leader- 
ship to commit the party to a war policy. 


The time has come when the scruples of party 
loyalty and obedience to majority decisions of 
party conferences should no longer be allowed 
to stifle the true voice of socialism in the Labour 
Party, the voice of peace and the voice of pro- 
gress. 

We invite socialists and individual mem- 
bers, as well as local Labour Parties and 
Ward Associations, to make their voices 
heard in our columns in growing numbers 
against this disastrous trend in Labour 
leadership. We invite them to show effec- 
‘tively that when the Labour leadership 
| promises national unity for war, there is 
|in fact no united party behind it. 

Whatever the Labour leadership may say, 
there is national unity only for peace; there 
‘is none whatever for war. 

(Leading article: “Words or Deeds ”— 

page 8.) 


SUMMARY OF HITLE’S SPEECH 


FrOLLOWING is a summary of Herr Hitler's speech at the Nazi Party rally in 


Nuremberg on Monday night: 


In the world today were being repeated the 
events which had faced the party within 
Germany itself. “The enemies of today are the 
same as they were then. Since the days when 
we took over the Government a united front 
around Germany is standing against us. Today 
we again see plotters, from democrats down to 
bolshevists, fighting against the Nazi State.” 

Referring to Czechoslovakia, he said it became 
unbearable when “a _ great German people, 
apparently defenceless, is dclivered to shameless 
ill-treatment and exposed to threats.” 

The former French Air Minister, M. Pierre Cot, 
had only recently explained the view that “the 
task of Czechoslovakia is in the case of war to 
bombard German towns and industrial works.” 

In view of the political aims of those who 
oppressed the majority of Czechoslovakia‘’s in- 
habitants it had been found necessary to con- 
struct the Constitution in a manner giving the 
Czechs a predominant position in the State. 


“WE WILL HELP THEM” 


“It is something most natural which compels 
us Germans to take an interest in this problem. 
Among the majority of the nationalities which 
are being suppressed in this State there are 
3,500,000 Germans. 

“ Politically, over 3,500,000 people were 
robbed, 1n the name of the right of self-deter- 
mination of a certain Mr. Wilson, of their self- 
determination and of their right to self- 
determination. Economically, these peaple 
were deliberately ruined and afterward handed 
cover to a slow process of extermination.” 

“TI say that if these tortured creatures cannot 
obtain rights and assistance by themselves they 
can obtain both from us.” 


SACRIFICES 


Herr Hitler quoted previous warnings he had 
made on the subject, and referred to Germany's 
“very great sacrifices for the sake of European 
peace.” 

After the Great War Alsace and Lorraine, 
previously won back, were lost again. “The 
Mirster of Strasbourg meant a great deal to 
us Germans. When we .decided finally to 
renounce it, is was for the purpose of serving 
the cause of European peace in the future. 

“Nobody could have forced us to give up 
these ideas of revenge of our own accord if we 
had not wanted to do so. We have given them 
up because we wanted once and for all to end 
this eternal dispute with France. At other 
frontiers also the’ Reich ordered the same deter- 
mined measures to be taken, and adopted the 
same attitude.” 

Similarly Germany had restricted naval build- 
ing “in the hope never to have to cross swords 


again with the nation in question” (Great 
Britain). But these sacrifices did not mean 
disinterestedness in all European problems, 
particularly in what was hz:ppening to 2,500,000 
Germans. 


“This year, after endless postponement of any 
kind of plebiscite had occurred, local elections 
at any rate were to take place in Czecho- 
slovakia.” The Czech Government “decided to 
make a demonstration to the Sudeten Germans 
ot the forces of the Czechoslovak State. 


“LIE OF INVASION ” 


“In order to make this demonstration plausible 
before the election, Dr. Benesh and the Czezh 
Government invented the lie that Germany had 
mobilized troops and was about to invade 
Czechoslovakia. 


“At this time there was not one soldier who 
was not in his peace-time garrison. On the 
contrary, the order was given that anything that 
might appear like pressure on the Czechs on our 
side was to be avoided.” 


“SERIOUS MEASURES” 


The fact that nothing had happened was made 
the occasion for saying “that Germany had 
drawn back in consequence of the agitation of 
the Czechs and the intervention of Great Britain 
and France. 


“You will understand that a Great Power 
cannot suddenly submit a second time to such a 
base attack.” Consequently ‘ necessary pre- 
eautions” were taken. Hitler detailed these 
“very serious measures ’—strengthening of the 
army and air force, construction of “the most 
gigantic fortifications.” 


“In no circumstances,” he continued, “shall I 
be willing any more to regard w.th endless 
tranquillity a continuation of oppression of 
German compatriots in Czechoslovakia. 


“If the democracies should be convinced that 
they must in this case protect with all their 
means the oppressors of the Germans, then this 
will have grave consequences. I beheve I am 
serving peace the more if I do not leave any 
doubts about this. 1 demand that the oppression 
of three and a half million Germans in Czecho- 
slovakia shall cease and be replaced by the jJree 
right of self-determination. 


“We would regret it if thereby our relations 
with other European nations should suffer harm. 
However, we are not to be blamed. 


It was up to the Czechoslovak Government to 
discuss matters with the Sudeten Germans* 
authorized representatives and to bring about an 
understanding. 


a RS 
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Barma 
“Non-Violence a 


Sure Remedy 


in Riots” 
—MR. GANDHI 


IN a reply to a correspondent who 

claimed that Indians in Burma had 
adopted non-violence but had “suffered 
terribly” during the anti-Indian riots, 
Mr. M. K. Gandhi declares that, if this 
is so, “they suffered less than they 
would otherwise have done.” 

After urging that “if a particular dose 
(of non-violence) does not seem to answer. 
more should be administered,” as “it is a 
never-failing remedy,” he asks “whether 
they believed in non-violence as a sure 
remedy against violence, or was it under- 
taken because there was no help for it? If 
one is to believe the papers, there was not 
complete non-violence practised by the 
Indians.” He had, however, “no difficulty 
in believing that a considerable number 
observed non-violence, whether from be- 
lief or necessity.” 

As to the avoidance of such riots 'n the 


future, Mr. Gandhi writes: 

When once religious animosity is aroused, it 
has a knack of repeating itself with periodic 
regularity, if radical measures are not adopted 


by the communities concerned. One such 
India 

Ban on Anti-Recruiting 
Activity 


AANTLRECRUITING activities 
and the boycott of government servants are 
declared illegal under a Public Safety 
Regulation issued by the Government of the 
Nizam of Hyderabad. 

The regulation also provides for the sum- 
mary arrest and deportation cf undesirable 
outsiders, and heavy penalties for subjects who 
harbour them or abet unlawful activities. 


measure is cultivation of mutual respect for the 
Several religions professed by the parties. 


ECONOMIC ASPECT 

My fear is that at the bottom of the riots there 
is an anti-Indian feeling, due, perhaps, to 
economic causes. For, though Muslims seem to 
have suffered most, Hindus too seem to have 
come in for a fair share of the Burman fury. 

Thercfore. Indian settlers must see to it that 
their dealings with the Burmans are fair and 
above board. It is said that everything is fair 
in trade. and that no turpitude attaches to a 
trader taking advantage of his customer's 
ignorance and demanding from him even an un- 
conscionable price for his goods. That kind of 
dealings will surely acerbate feelings. 

To the Burmese friends one word... When I 
was in Burma. some years ago. Burmese priests 

- Were good enough, as Buddhists. to claim 

me as one of them. It therefore. hurt me when 
I read of the mob fury... 


PRIESTS’ RESPONSIBILITY 

I have the greatest veneration for the Buddha. 
He is one of the greatest preachers of peace. The 
gospel of the Buddha is gospel of love. It 
passes comprehension how representatives of 
that faith could give themselves up to savagery, 
and that on an apparently flimsy pretext. 

The pity of it is that, if the newspaper reports 
were true, even priests, the repositories of the 
Buddha's gospel, were to be seen among the mob. 
not stilling its fury, but actually taking part in 
Joot, arson, and murder. Would that the wise 
men among them would do a little heart-search- 


ing and take steps to prevent a recurrence of the trial, and, 


the tragedy which all right-thinking persons 


must deplore! 


Franee 


Anti-War Workers Quote 
T.U.C. for Support 


War is not justified by right, by 
reasun, nor by fact. 

This declaration of the French TUC. in 
1933 is one of many being quoted by mem- 
bers of the French Trade Union Anti-War 
Centre in their work among other trade 
unionists. 


La Patrie Humaine, the pacifist weekly, | 


points out that such declarations, made 
both before the War and afterward, show 
that—save during the period of 1914-18—the 
French TUC has never deliberately taken 
part in warmongering. This tradition is a 
powerful support for those who are trying 
to prevent it from becoming bellicose 
today. 


Following months of agitation, including 
picketing day after day, several hundred 
thousand Negroes in Harlem recently won 
a striking victory when proprietors of shops 
in the Negro district agreed that henceforth 
one third of their employees should be 
members of that race. Those shops which 
refused to employ negroes at all were pick- 
eted with signs urging negroes to boycott 
establishments which in turn boycotted 
them as workers, 


| 
| Two preachers devoted their whole dis- 
| 
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Motland 


Good Work by 
Young Publicity Group 


SECURED RADIO SUPPORT FOR 
NIEMOELLER 


From E. M. VAN DIFFELEN, 


National Secretary, Dutch 


to influence public opinion, as much 


as they can, in the direction of 
pacifism. 

In the past year the group has accom- 
plished valuable work. The secretary of 
the Publicity Group (Stationsstraat 37, 
:Abcoude, Holland) asks each boy or girl to 
,fill in a membership form stating what 
opportunities for publicity work he or she 
has. With the help of press cuttings the 
|sroup then gives a lead to certain cam- 
paigns. 


WORK THROUGH 
HE PRESS 


For example, one of the Amsterdam daily 
Papers runs a column, entitled “ Readers’ 
Questions,” which is widely read. During 
a period of about eight weeks there 
|appeared in this column some very inter- 
esting correspondence on militarism. 


One of the members wrote a letter to 
the editor asking a question. When an 
answer to this question appeared, several 
other members of the group joined in with 
new letters with the result that, within 
a short time, the editor received a large 

| number of questions concerning this same 
answer, even from readers who had no 
connexion whatever with the guild. 


A satisfactery result was thus achieved 
by very simple means. The young people 
themselves learned to formulate their own 
opinions and their knowledge was con- 
siderably widened. Furthermore, the 
attention of the editor. of the paper was 
drawn to the fact that militarism still re- 
mains one of the problems of the day, 
‘hundreds of readers had this question 
| brought to their notice and, finally, some of 
these readers were even stirred into action 
'on their own account. 


/ CASE OF 
NIEMOELLER 


On another occasion, during the week 
when Niemoeller was brought before the 
Court of Justice, various members of the 
Publicity Group sent a letter to 21 speakers, 
belonging to various broadcasting com- 
panies, who were due to speak before the 
microphone during that week and whose 
subjects were such as to make it possible 
for them to give prominence to the German 
Church question. In this letter the 
speakers were asked if, during the week in 
question, they would say something about 
if possible. remember Dr. 
Niemoeller in their prayers. 


The results exceeded 


expectations. 


course to “ Persecuted Christians,” and 
one of them even went so far as to speak 
out plainly about the treatment of 
Niemoeller. Three others referred to the 
disputes concerning the Church and men- 
in their closing 


tioned Niemoeller 


prayers. 


A few speakers wrote that they were 
unable to make further alterations in their 
speeches. Of course, the others were not of 
any immediate “help” to Niemoeller, but 
we must remember that the young peop‘: 
had the experience of doing positive. con- 
structive work, the sneakers were given 3 
closer realization of their responsibilitiy, 


with consequent effect upon listeners. 


Ceyton 
Democracy Demanded 


Despite the fact that Ceylon Labour Parties 
are demanding more democracy for their 
country, an Order in Council issued early this 
year strengthened the powers of the Governor. 
and the disfranchisement of a large section of 
the people is said to be under contemplation. 

A recent conference attended by Ceylon resi- 
dents in London adopted a resolution protesting 
against the Governor’s new powers, and con- 
demned “attempts being made by interested 
parties and persons... to obtain alterations in 
the existing constitution of Ceylon with a view 
to taking away such democratic rights as are 
at present enjoyed.” 


Christian Youth Guild. 


Guild a Publicity Group, consisting of a number of boys and girls 


Fee about a year there has existed in the Dutch Christian Youth 
from 17 to 22 years old from all parts of the country whose aim is 


Eire 
Workers’ Right To 
Say “NO” 


It is fitting that the land of saints and 
scholars, the land of the gospel of peace, 
should reply to the threat of war—the 
holding of the first real honest league of 
nations of peace. 

The people of the fields have never made 
war in any country, but have been the 
victims of other sections of society. 

@O said the chairman, the Rev. J. M. 

Hayes, at the opening of “International 

Day” in a Rural Week at Ardmore, Co. 

Waterford. Distinguished men from 

England, France, Italy, and Belgium, gave 

the views of their respective countries. 

Mr. Hayes declared his belief that the 
time had come for an industrial rural 
organization. They had the right to say 
to the war makers that their day was over, 
and that they would no longer provide the 
fodder for their cannon. Rural Ireland 
sounded the call of peace, and would join 
hands with any nation in demanding the 
right of peace. They were the children of 
the great Pope of peace. 


Switzerland 
East & West Meet at 


** Spiritual Geneva ”’ 


From a Correspondent 
INTERLAKEN. 


“We must listen to guidance from God 
or we will have to listen to guns” was the 
choice before the world said Dr. Frank 
Buchman, founder of the Oxford Group, 
at the world assembly of the Group Move- 
ment here last week. 

Nearly 2.000 people, from 42 nations, have 
attended the conference. which is described 
as a “spiritual Geneva.” Among them are 
Lord Addington, Dr. Foss Wescott (Metro- 
politan Bishop of India), Cecil Broad- 
hurst (Canadian radio star), and Bill 
Rowell, who last year represented London’s 
420,000 unemployed at the National Trade 
Council conference. 

At the opening session Dr. Buchman said: 

We must bridge seemingly impossible and 
humanly hopeless situations. We must have 
justice whereby each sees not only his own 
difficulties but the difficulties of others too. 

A wave of absolute unselfishness throughout 
the world would be the end of war. There is 
enough in the world for everyone's need, but 
not enough for everyone’s greed. 

It is claimed that the recent visit _£ the 
Oxford Group to Sweden has influenced 
the whole thinking of that country. 


not to have to sign. 


News From Abroad 3 


Germany 


a8. 


« SENT BY A READER 


A village in the Black Forest which lost one 
tenth of its male population in the Great War 
has this war memorial, showing a mother 
weeping for her sons. Our picture was taken 
by a reader, Mrs. A. Smith, of Glasgow. 


U.S.A. 
Tacties at Youth 
Congress 


E’URTHER eriticism of the procedure 

adopted at the Second World Youth 
Congress, held in New York recently, 
appears in the report of Mr. Sanford Klein, 
War Resisters’ International. 

Mr. Klein bases his criticism on the fol- 
lowing observations: 

1. Certain allusions by Mr. Clark Eichel- 
berger, of the League of Nations Association, in 
his speech before the Mutual Information Session 
that his organization, which helped to found the 
World Youth Congress, would not have sup- 
ported it if it had not adopted a collective se- 
curity stand. 

2. Many members of foreign delegations who 
held minority opinions in their delegations were 
not given opportunity to speak. 

3. Three delegates were den‘ed the right to 
speak at the last commission meeting. even 
though they had a memorandum to present to 
the commission which they regarded to be of the 
utmost importance. 

4. Many of the delegations holding majority 
opinions, including the American delegation, 
were allowed the floor many more times than 
they, according to the procedure agreed upon, 
were supposed to have had it. 

5. The official press releases of the World 
Youth Congress attempted to give the impress‘on 
that absolute unity reigned on ways and means 
of achieving peace throughout the American 
delegation. This was far from true. 

6. The most overtly undemocratic act 
occurred with the signing of the Peace Pact. 
The Peace Pact was never discussed on the 
floor. The attendance at the congress never 
voted upon whether or not they wanted a peace 
pact, nor did they have anything to say in a 
direct fashion about what they wanted to go 
into it. Many of the heads of the delegation 
had never even heard of a peace pact. Many of 
them in their speeches had denounced the very 
things for which the peace pact stood. . . five 
countries stayed away from the ceremony so a3 
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so sure about it. 
generation become the vice of the 


_ there is this about thrift: the more you save the 


more you have to spend. 


; per cent. per annum, and it is free of 


So may the virtue of one 


Increase your spending power by putting your 
savings in St. Pancras Building Society. 
drawals are effected easily and without formality. 
Interest is paid twice yearly at the rate of four 
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PEACE NEWS 


NEW BOOKS 


INTERNATIONAL 
ANARCHY 


Why The League Has Failed. By 
“Vigilantes.” Gollancz. Ils. 6d. 


Reviewed by W. B. CURRY 


"THE three students of international 

affairs who write under the collective 
pen-name of “Vigilantes” have already 
made themselves well-known by their 
books Inquest on Peace and The Road to 
War. In each of these books there is a 
thorough, devastating, and on the whole 
justifiable attack upon the foreign policy 
of the National Government. 

Over disarmament, Manchuria, Abys- 
sinia, and Spain, their record has been 
reactionary and _ disingenuous, neither 
governed by reason nor inspired by any 
great constructive hope for the world. 
Paying lipservice to the League, their 
actual preoccupations have been fear of 
Bolshevism as the alternative regime in 
Italy, Germany, and Japan, and the pre- 
war conceptions of the balance of power, 
and the preservation of the Empire. 


Why the League has Failed is a much 
shorter book than either of the other two, 
and covers a much larger field. Inevitably, 
as the authors admit in the preface, it is 
more dogmatic and less closely reasoned. 
It begins with a chapter on “ Why there 
was a world war.” To this question it 
gives, briefly, the answer: because war is 
inevitable if, under conditions of inter- 
national anarchy, the nations play the 
game of power politics. 


It then proceeds to an account of how 
the War ended, the formation of the 
League, the growth of the League, and the 
rebuilding of some sort of prosperity 
between 1918 and 1928, the collapse of both 
prosperity and the League since 1931, the 
rise of fascism, the share of the National 
’ Government in all this, with a final chapter 
on “The Choice Before Us.” 

The book is closely written, if not closely 
reasoned, and it is impossible to enumerate 
all the important issues which it raises, let 
alone discuss them. 


With much of the book I am in hearty 
agreement: 


Since the Great War, “Vigilantes” have 
never varied in their conviction that the sur- 
vival of war is incompatible with the survival 
of civilization..... that the only way to end 
war is to build up some form of world govern- 
ment; that the League of Nations is the first 
step in that direction and the starting point 
for the further steps that will have to be taken; 
and that to give up the adventure of world 
government is to resign oneself to the inevit- 
ability of world war and to despair of civiliza- 
.tion. 


I think that pacifists are mistaken when 
they concentrate too much on individual 
_ war resistance, and that we must never 
Jose sight of the paramount necessity of 
world government. Anarchy is unwork- 
‘ able when affairs become complicated and 
froups are intimately interdependent; 
world government is a technical necessity 
because the economic basis of life has 
become world wide. 

The post-war world has been a tragic 
failure largely because it failed to perceive 
the inescapable necessity for an organized 
world order, and imagined that somehow 
the pre-War system could be recreated with 
the addition of the League as a means of 
settling disputes when they arise, always 
provided, of course, that the disputants, in 
the free exercise of their sovereign will, 
would graciously allow the League to 
intervene. 


“Vigilantes” are entirely right in insist- 
ing that both the Conservative and the 
National Governments have gone out of 
their way to preserve the international 
anarchy, even when there was some chance 
of mitigating it. 

All attempts to bring about the general 
acceptance of arbitration have been 
resisted, and the so-called ‘“ British Monroe 
Coctrine,” enurziated at the time of the 
Briand-Kellogg Pact, was a plain assertion 
of the right “to use war as an instrument 
of national policy in any part of the world 
where the Government considered they had 
vital interests to uphold.” 


When we come to the neo-Marxism of 
the concluding chapters (which, as I heard 
someone say the other day, is only the old 
Marxism dressed up in a nice new suit of 
sheep’s clothing), I find myself very much 
less in agreement. For it appears that 
fascism “is simply capitalism at bay ”; that 
big business is “compelled” to resort to 
economic nationalism (even though the 
advocates of free trade usually have been 
“capitalist? economists), and then finds 
that it cannot survive under this economic 
nationalism; and that the aggression of 
fascism therefore “corresponds to their 
vital necessities”; that on the other side 
the communists hold (apparently with the 
authors’ agreement) that world govern- 
ment, democracy, and social justice can 
come “only after a period of proletarian 
dictatorship has firmly laid the founda- 
tions of a socialist society ”; but that never- 
theless the energies of the Soviet Union 
and the communist parties everywhere 
“must be flung into the fight to save and 
strengthen democracy and the League” 
since this ideology “corresponds to the vital 
necessities of the Soviet Union and the 
workers’ cause”; and that therefore the 
“peace-loving States,” with France, Great 
Britain, and the USSR as a nucleus, should 
cooperate “for joint resistance to fascist 
aggression.” 


Having stemmed the advance of fascism 
by stern action with regard to Spain, China, 
and Abyssinia, which, even though inelud- 
ing sanctions “would not involve any 
appreciable risk of war,” the League States 
would proceed to establish a series of world 
controls, most of them such as we should 
all advocate. 


Unfortunately no light is shed on the 
important problem of the way in which 
future communist policy will affect this 
ordered world. All we are told, and it is 
sufficiently menacing, is that “when the 
drift to fascism and war has been definitely 
stopped—it will be time enough to recon- 
sider how to give effect to the ultimate 
communist objectives in the light of the 
situation as it will then appear.” 


Does this mean that when the drift to 
international war has been stopped, it will 
be time enough to resume the revolutionary 
class war? For if the Russian “ faithfulness 
to the League” is only a change of strategy 
and not a change of heart, then the pros- 
pect is not quite so rosy as the authors 
imply. I should have thought that both 
kinds of war were “incompatible with the 
survival of civilization.” 


Nor do I understand why fascism is 
“simply ” capitalism at bay, nor why it 
should be possible to use against it 
capitalist States which, until recently, were 
subjected by communists to precisely the 
analysis now reserved for fascism. 


Until recently the League was a farce 
(as was the parliamentary democracy it 
is now proposed we should fight to pre- 
serve) because all capitalist governments 
sought war by their very nature. Some- 
thing seems wrong somewhere, for in the 
proposed alliance against fascism there is 
only one avowedly socialist State, and it is 
hoped, apparently, to include the USA. 


To my mind a “scientific” analysis of 
fascism would begin by asking what are the 
respects in which the countries that go 
fascist differ from those that do not. Is it 
true that capitalism was more threatened 
in those countries and was therefore more 
“at bay”? I have seen no conclusive 
evidence for this view. 


There is, however, one characteristic that 
they seem to have in common. They all 
feel cheated, and they have all suffered 
from a sense of international humiliation. 
If this is-true, the doctrines of Mr. Lans- 
bury seem more to the point than those of 
“ Vigilantes,” for he would begin, not by 
organizing threats, but by organizing the 
removal of grievances, and the redressing 
of inequalities. 


“Vigilantes” themselves provide some 
interesting figures bearing on this point. 
Discussing the formidable nature of the 
proposed League group (as showing that 
the fascist States would not think it worth 
while to resist) they point out that it 
“would include nearly half (43.9 percent 
of the world’s population, and over half 
(57.8 percent) of the earth’s surface, as 
compared with just over one-tenth (10.9 
percent) of the world’s population and a 
miserable 3.1 percent of the earth for the 
fascist Powers. 


These figures, however, would be used by 
Hitler to prove, not that the fascist Powers 
are doomed to defeat, but that the non- 
fascist Powers have five times as much 
elbow room as the fascist Powers; that they 


have not, while the have-nots were weak, 
shown any disposition to remedy griev- 
ances, and that the have-nots must there- 
fore show themselves to be formidable. 

How the fascist States would now 
respond to constructive proposals, publicly 
made in a loud voice, for the juster 
reorganization of the economic life of the 
world, we do not certainly know. But it 
would at least be a good idea to find out 
before lining up the rival alliances for the 
next world war. 


AIRMAN IN SPAIN 


Days of Hope and Hours of Horror. By 

André Malraux. Routledge, 8s. 6d. 

It is pleasing to me to read this book, 
for André Malraux, the first French air- 
man to enter Spain, was a father to all of 
us young pilots. In this book he tells of 
the heroic work of the young people who 
joined up, who never before had experi- 
enced war. 

Air raids and fighting in mid-air, para- 
chute jumping amid a hail of bullets, all 
these experiences I have shared with Mal- 
raux. 

This book is written with deep feeling. 
Being Commander of the Republican 
International Air Force, he was respon- 
sible for many attacks upon the enemy. 
Having been in the same squadron, I can 
share the feelings that he tries to place 
before the readers of his book. it is written 
as a series of episodes and the reader is 
able to survey the whole field of the re- 
volt and the heroic struggle of the un- 
fortunate Spanish people. 

The book deals with the onslaught of 
the Italian and German troops, the 
Moorish invasion under orders of Franco, 
and the stand of the people against these 
intruders. 

André Malraux deals with the last- 
minute arming of the people, of the 
militia’s stand against the Alcazar at 
Toledo; the defence of Madrid, the cap- 
ture of Malaga, and many other events. 

But also he tells you of the aerial 
activities on both sides. Malraux knows 
the beastly game of modern war for what 
it is. One conversation I had with him 
showed the man from inside. He said, 
“Comrade Wilson, we are killing our own 
comrades; although they appear to us to 
be the fascists and the enemy, they are 
only obeying instructions from the im- 
perialist Powers. If the workers could 
only see that militarism is the only wea- 
pon imperialists depend upon, then every 


worker, irrespective of nation, would 
cease killing his own comrade and 
brother.” 


CARL J. WILSON 


LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 


We Have Been Glad. By Doris N. 
Dalglish. Macmillan. 10s. 6d. 


From what Doris Dalglish has written it 
is apparent that she is widely read; I can- 
not promise that the same will ever be 
said of her book. 

I have a recollection that Mr. Desmond 
MacCarthy in a_ broadcast talk once 
analysed the reasons why autobiographies 
are written. Two stuck in my mind: the 
author has been associated with great 
events and believes his story or reactions 
worth chronicling; or, believing he has dis- 
covered the ideal way of life, feels it his 
duty to convey the secret to any who will 
pay heed. 

If I were seeking to justify Doris Dalg- 
lish’s autobiography—which I am not—I 
should look to one or both of Mr. 
MacCarthy’s reasons. 

The great events with which the author 
has been associated are, alas, events which 
have distorted the lives of us all: the World 
War and the chaos in world affairs and in- 
dividual morality precipitated by it. 
Whether her association has been of greater 
significance than that of millions of others 
still groping in post-War darkness must be 
a question for each reader. Personally, I 
think not. 

She has found a light in that darkness, 
yes. The small but resolute flame of con- 
structive pacifism. That is her claim to 
Mr. MacCarthy’s second reason. But, un- 
fortunately, she has not written a book 
about it; having found the flame she has 
buried it under a bushel of her own con- 
triving. The bushel of her supremely un- 
interesting personal reminiscences. 

In places the light does show through: 

How lovely poetry is, she thinks as she 
walks on, young and fit and in love with 

Oxford. The swing of metre... the feel and 


sound of words... lovely things... the 
trees are almost lifeless, the air fresh and 


keen... And then she comes to the point 
where stands are prepared for bayonet 
practice. Sacks hang in rows; nice fat well- 


stuffed sacks into which a man may dig the 
blade again and again... 
In phrases, here and there, the flame 


Jeaps up, sudden and Bold: “not so much to 
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oppose war as to live for peace. A senti- 
mental dream? No;... the last stand 
which the human spirit can make against 
the power of darkness.” 

But it flickers and fades, and soon can be 
seen no longer through the disordered mesh 
of what the author herself calls “the 
sketchy and erratic jottings of emotion.” 

NOEL F. COHEN 


AMONG THE UNEMPLOYED 


An Order of friends: Annual Report, 1937. 
An Order of friends, Deristone, Aber- 
gavenny, Monmouthshire. 

An Order of friends is a group of men and 
women who feel deeply the defects of the 
present economic and social system and the 
urgency of radical changes. They believe 
that society cannot be changed unless in- 
dividual lives and personal relationships 
are harmonized. 

The report for 1937 reviews every side of 
the Order’s activities among the unem- 
ployed—the Brynmawr Experiment, the 
Subsistence Production Scheme, and the 
Order’s own machinery for central control. 
In the year that is past the work has srown 
and is still growing. 

The greatest disappointment was the 
closing down of the Wigan and District Sub- 
sistence Production Society. A_ special 
appeal for funds failed and the Order did 
not feel justified in carrying on the Wigan 
Society with the prospect of having to face 
a heavy deficit at the end of the year. 

Subsistence Production Societies are now 
operating in the Eastern Valley of Mon- 
mouthshire and Brynmawr. 

The Subsistence Production scheme ‘is 
devised to give work and a higher standard 
of living to older men who, having lost their 
occupations are unlikely again to find 
ordinary employment. 

An Order of friends realizes that, if its 
work is to grow, “talent and first-class 
ability must be found to take over new re- 
sponsibilities. to help and guide where local 
resources fail.” 


ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 


World Economic Survey, Seventh Year, 

1937-38. Allen and Unwin (League of 
- Nations Department). 6s. 

The new edition of the World Economic 
Survey is the seventh annual publication in this 
series. The volume is based largely upon the 
more specialized publications of the Economic 
Intelligence Service of the League, and upon 
information supplied by other bodies and, in 
particular, by the International Labour Office. 

The greater part of the first chapter is de- 
voted to an analysis of the causes of the reces- 
sion particularly in America, and to the effects 
of the recession on economic conditions in other 
countries. In the same chapter, the peculiar 
economic difficulties of France are examined; 
and the economic situation at the end of 1937 in 
Germany, the United Kingdom, Japan and a 
number of other countries, is briefly described. 

The effect of the general recession in trade 
activity is the main theme that runs through 
the following chapters of the volume. Emphasis 
is also laid upon the change in the trend of com- 
mercial policy which has resulted from the de- 
cline in world economic activity, since in a 
number of cases a period of liberalization of 
tariffs, of quotas and exchange controls has 
given place to increased restrictions. 


Pamphlets and 
Periodicals 


Labour, No. 1. Labour’ Publications 
Department, Transport House, Smith 
Square, London, S.W.1. 4d. 


This first issue in the new series of 
Labour—described as “the workers’ maga- 
zine—official organ of the TUC and Labour 
Party”—gives at least as much value for 
money as can be found in any comparable 
publication. 

Worthy of mention is an article on 
“ Official Secrets and the Newspaperman,” 
in which the General Secretary of the 
National Union of Journalists points out 
that 

if the immunity of a Member of Parliament 
is to be questioned we shall be taken a further 
long stride toward that new political fashion 
which, contemptuous of democratic rights, has 
made some of the nations of Europe slave 
nations. 

The September issue contains “ Ques- 
tions and Answers,” dealing with inquiries 
concerning organization, policy, &c., which 
will be a regular feature. 


Outline Study on the Quaker Witness to Peace 
and International Friendship. By Robert 
Davis. Northern Friends’ Peace Board, 
Friends’ Meeting House, Woodhouse Lane, 
Leeds 2. 1d. , 
Prepared at the request of the Executive 

Committee of the Northern Friends’ Peace 

Board, this study outline is intended to assist 

Friends in thinking out the basis and some of 

the implications of their peace testimony. But 

it can be of value to those of every denomina- 
tion. 

International Peace Campaign and the Future 
for Peace. 1.P.C., 18 Grosvenor Crescent Mews, 
S.W.1. 4d. : 

The Four Points of the International Peace 
Campaign are here explained: the work of the 
IPC generally, and of its British Committee in 
particular, is outlined. 
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The 


PEACE 


A Woman's 


Point of View 


Self-Conscious Pacifist 


¥ AM always sorry to see articles by 
+ nacifists about pacifists, because I feel 
that they should have other things to do 
than brood before a looking-glass. 

But since a considerable number of 
sincere and earnest persons is determined 
to form a London centre for this business 
of self-inspection and seli-improvement [ 
want to discuss the dangers of this course. 

There is a great deal of vagueness about 
the whole thing. It is alluded to as group 
training—as training in non-violent resist- 
ance. We are told that this circle of 
trainees will be of the elect, a circle difii- 
cult to enter, a circle from which will 
emerge potential leaders, each an integrated 
pacifist and a skilful exponent of non- 
violent resistance. 

This, if I may say so, with good humour 
and in all humility, is delightful but 
Gangercus nonsense. 


T TAKE it that the persons who 

4 feel the urge of composing such 
a group, circle or cell, call it what you like, 
have twin aims. They want to build their 
own character on a pacifist foundation and 
they want to study the technique of non- 
violent resistance. These are both excel- 
lent and laudable aims and are probably 
the more or less conscious aims of most 
pacifists. 

But I do not believe that either of these 
aims can be achieved by a group of paci- 
fists self-consciously meeting together to 
contemplate, meditate, and prepare them- 
selves. 

I do not wish or intend to disparage 
study groups. I would like to see more 
of them. But groups to study problems 
not to study pacifists. 

The best characters are not made in self- 
conscious study groups; and contemplation 
is an individual exercise, suitable for the 
highest type of mind. I am not anxious to 
suggest that no pacifists possess this type 
of mind. but I think a number of them feel 
capable of indulging in this Scarlatti 
sonata before they have mastered their 
five-finger exercises. 


AND as for perfecting a technique 
of non-violent resistance in a 
study circle—that is an even wilder hope. 
The way to perfect non-violent resistance 
is to practise it, and the place to practise it 
is in the home (usually a miniature battle- 
field). the office, the workshop, the pub, the 
dancehall, the village. the borough. the 
town, the outside world where opposition 
exists. The discipline comes from practice 
not from the academic consideration of 
practice. 
It is noteworthy that a larger number 


by 
M.S. 


of persons is ready to form a group to 

discuss the technique of non-violent 

resistance than the number of volunteers 
willing to join in a demonstration of this 
technique. 

And then this other point of creating 
leaders. I dislike the term and I dislike 
the idea. The notion of training oneself 
for a particular job is a reasonable one, 
whether the job is part of normal routine 
or for an emergency, such as war or revolu- 
tion. But to train oneself as a leader 
argues a presumption that may not be 
justified, and argues a type of mind that 
is unlikely to create a pacifist society. 


"THE pacifist movement does not 
need leaders, it needs active 
pacifists. The leaning toward this group 
training comes when the normal and accus- 
tomed activities begin to stale and there is 
lacking the fire and drive to engage in 
wider or more dangerous activity. And I 
do not use the word dangerous meaning 
physical danger only, but the equal danger 
of being misunderstood, misrepresented and 
ridiculed. 

The fear of going forward is rationalized 
as a sudden realization of one’s unfittedness 
and unpreparedness. Most of us feel 
uncertainly that we de not know what to 
do next. 

The are various possibilities. 

Some can retreat to their ivory castle 
and train. Some have chosen that solution 
—a temporary solution of the problem. 

Some may decide to get together and 
hammer out a policy. 

Some may decide that without leadership, 
without training, and without a policy they 
are going ahead. They want to stop war— 
they want to rouse the public mind and 
public conscience against war—and they 
will do what they can to this end. 

Those who chose this solution may have 
to act as individuals and not as an 
organization. That is likely to need more 
discipline and more courage — and _ is 
more likely to stimulate these qualities, 
than a course of study to this end. 

For those who seek intellectual activity I 
commend the second solution. The amount 
of thought needed before one can attempt 
to outline a policy should be enough to 
satisfy the most eager and agile mind. 
And a technique of persuasion and non- 
violent insistence will be admirably 
exercised when they attempt to put forward 
this policy. 


Younger Generation 


NEWS 


Women in the Home: 


How Can We Appeal to Them? 


E have to wake up to the 
Wie that the usual methods 
of propaganda, such as 
poster parades, public meetings, and 
distributions of leaflets, just do not 


make any appeal to a large number 
of women. 


And when it is a question of getting new 
members among women, and spreading our 
message among them, we have to consider 
the technique of our approach and of our 
presentation of pacifism very carefully. 

The women I mean are women who 
have never taken any interest in public 
affairs at all. and have never dreamed of 
forming their own opinions on other than 
domestic questions, and who are prob- 
ably immersed for twelve hours a day in 
household cares and duties. 


It is surely true to say that the more in- 
telligent and thoughtful working woman is 
already caught up and catered for in her 
Cooperative Guild, Labour Party section, 
WEA, and church or other organization. 

But we need to get in touch with the 
hundreds of women whose interests are 
mainly, if not exclusively, domestic, and 
who will never be active members of any 
of these groups. for we must influence them 
if we are to influence their families and to 
create a nation-wide awareness of the 
futility of war and the necessity of recon- 
ciliation between classes and between 
nations, 


FIRST of all we have to create 
an interest in public affairs in 
general, and international affairs in par- 
ticular, and show how all this is intimately 
linked up with their own personal lives and 
experiences. Then we have to help in the 
formation of opinion on these matters. 
Most of these women are quite inarticu- 
late in public, almost completely unread, 
and shy of large gatherings of strangers. 
So we must be gentle and sympathetic and 
above all patient and interested in them. 


Women members of Peace Pledge 
Union groups could tackle this piece of 
work most easily in new housing areas, 
where there is a minimum of social and 
intellectual diversions and a maximum 
of loneliness and desire for socialibility. 


Perhaps a keen woman would allow a 
small group of neighbours to meet in her 
living room regularly, and then a PPU 
member could arrange to lead this little 
group in discussion on all sorts of problems, 
ranging from the price of eggs to inter- 
national trade, and from the perversities of 


SCHOOLBOYS’ SCHEME TO SPREAD 


AM writing on behalf of several friends. 

We are still in our teens, and, having 
surveyed modern life, we have decided 
that instead of struggling for our own 
miserable livelihoods, we are going to de- 
vote our lives to the furtherance of peace, 
good will, and happiness among men. 

We are willing to sacrifice everything for 
this end, but, as yet, we do not know the 
best way to tackle t! ‘s work. 


We wish to bring men to realize the 
useless, and selfish stupidity of class and 
race prejudice. If youth realizes this, 
the evil of hypocrisy will die a natural 
death with time. 


TO SPREAD IDEALS 


It is not right that a movement in which 
all men start this race of life on an equal 
footing should be weaned unwittingly by 
capitalism. 

For this reason we wish to find some part of 
the world where a small band of followers can 
put their ideals into practise unhindered—a 
haven from which they can spread the gospel 
Of happiness throughout the world. 

. Everyone will Be welcomed, whatever his 
class, race, or religion. The first two of these 
will naturally be rejected. 

Practically everyone has a different con¢eption 


GOOD WILL 


of a God and how to worship him. These 
differences of religion render the subject too 
delicate to meddle with, and all sects will be 
tolerated as long as they in no way interfere 
with the smooth running of the community, 


HAPPINESS & SUCCESS 


True happiness can only be obtained 
through service and sacrifice. Sin is selfish, 
and I have never come across a selfish 
person who was really happy. If only 
people would realize this, all would ke well. 

The only ones who have any chance of 
obtaining a decent livelihood in a capitalist 
country are those who, through no merit of 
their own, are able to obtain a financial 
start in life or those who are crafty enough 
to swindle their way up. Men who are 
frank, open, and generous, rarely succeed 
In scraping together a decent living. for 
themselves, and are scorned and considered 
fools by the hard “ business” type. 

Which of these m :t deserve their daily 
bread? When men become less self-centred, 
and learn to serve others rather than them- 
selves, capitalism will die -and -future 
8enerations will look on it with disgust. 


If all men had an equal start how much more 
the ‘world Would profif, how much faster pro- 


gress would be accelerated, and how much 
happier creation would be. Difference of wage 
and other such obstacles make it practically 
impossible for followers of such an ideal to stay 
on the same social level. ‘ 

For, this as well as many other reasons, it 
again proves to be a better proposition to escape 
from capitalism. 


A COMMUNITY 


We believe that there must be at least 
fifty to a hundred idealists who have faith 
in such a prdject and who, once we have 
succeeded in attracting their attention, 
would be willing to work together for its 
fulfilment. 


We will emigrate to some slightly popu- 
lated corner of the British Empire and 
from that community spread the seed of 
charity from corner to corner of the globe. 

We do not wish to hush up our mistakes or 
to make too much of our successes. but we wish 
everyone to see for himself the evolution of the 
truth about peace and happiness. 

If there are any who are interested enough to 
aid us by pointing out any better alternative 
line for us to take, or, who are in any way in 
agreement with us, they should write to me as 
soon as possible (care of PEACE NEWS). 


-~-- ---George Carnes 


asks 
Nancy Salinger 


their children to those of nations and 
governments. 

If the meeting were quite informal and 
kept small, say not more than ten women, a 
friendly atmosphere would soon develop 
which would encourage the members to 
speak out and to think independently. 

This friendly atmosphere could be fos- 
tered by acts of friendliness, such as look- 
ing after each others’ children or gardens. 
Tact and sympathy mean more to thése 
women than ideas and ideals. i 

The success of one group would lead to 
the formation of others, and the ideal 
would be a chain of groups throughout a 
housing estate linked up by the PPU mem- 
bers who help them to carry on. 


‘THUS pacifism would be presen- 

ted as a way of life, both in- 

dividually and nationally, by a method that 

could not fail to evoke response from 
ordinary people. 

We would not expect all these groups to 
become pacifists, and they would naturally 
not start as pacifists groups, but some of 
the women would become pacifist and all 
of them would be thinking and talking 
about the problems of pacifism, which are 
the problems of everyday life. 

And if nothing spectacular comes of 
these group meetings, at least some 
women will be awakened to the problems 
of the modern world, and will therefore 
be less easy prey to militarism and all 
its insidious propaganda. 

The man and woman interested only in 
their own home and family are the raw 
material of fascism and militarism. Widen 
their interests and sympathies and you do 
something toward winning them for paci- 
fism. Act your pacifist beliefs in your deal- 
ings with them and they will be half way 
to agreement with you. 


Next week—The Problem of Appealing to 
the Business Woman. 


—_—_—_ rr ni an, 


Film Thrills in 
Shanghai 


INTEKNATIONAL SETTLEMENT: Twen- 
tieth Century Fox. 

THs film is quite good entertainment, 

although it opens with scenes of Peip- 

ing in the throes of the Sino-Japanese war. 

Dell Forbes (Georges Sanders), soldier of 
fortune, en route for Shanghai, is commis- 
sioned by an arms runner to impersonate 
him in an arms deal. Arriving at the In- 
ternational Settlement, Forbes is shot at by 
Léonor (Dolores Del Rio), daughter of a 
Nicaraguan customs official who had been 
murdered for threatening to expose the 
bribery of the arms agent. The remain- 
der of the film deals with the murderous 
attempts of rivals to rob Forbes of the 
million dollars obtained for the arms deal. 

Meanwhile, war has reached Shanghai 
and the film is distinguished by some ex- 
cellent photography of-the havoc wrought 
by Japanese bombers. During one raid 
Forbes is injured and only saved by a blood 
transfusion from Léonor, carried out by a 
courageous Chinese doctor who is subse- 
quently killed by falling masonry. 

June Lang as an amateur journalist and 
Dick Baldwin, as an American cameraman, 
provide comic relief. 

PATRICK RICHARDS 


Brotherhc 1 Church. late of Southgate Road. 
London. N.. notable for its peace stand during 
the War, when the buildings were freely let to 
anti-war groups, and others fighting all forms 
of military compulsion. now holds a meeting 
every Sunday in the Library Hall. Essex Road, 
Islington at 7 p.m. Talks are given by F. R. 
Swan, the minister, 
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Final article in the series on Practical Pacifism and Unemployment Problems 


WHY NOT 


LIVE 


A Working Man’s Outlook 


By BERT 


WORKER naturally wants to 
A know what pacifism can do to 
ensure him security and a fair 
share of the increasing real wealth 
made possible to society through the 
application of science to production. 


In short, can it give him an opportunity 
to live? In this age of conflicting ideolo- 
gies does it offer him any practical advan- 
tages over the position of the “strong man 
armed?” 

War is inherent 1n the capitalist society 
and the difference between economic and 
open war is only one of degree. In pro- 
portion as the competitive industrialists’ 
fight to live intensifies and available 
markets become restricted, so open war be- 
comes more and more clearly inevitable. 


* 


BETWEEN the worker cand his regimenta- 

tion—either as a cog in the eeonomic 
machine or as cannon fodder in the fighting 
force—stands the principle of democracy or 
of such democracy as we have. 


Insofar as they are unwilling to be 
used merely in defence of imperialism, 
it is surely up to the workers in all demo- 
cratic lands to safeguard what has been 
achieve. in the way of individual free- 
dom, while at the same time working to 
keep the peace. Or at any rate to pre- 
vent further outbreaks of violent war- 
fare. 


As Jong as we can do this we have breath- 
ing space in which to go on striving to open 
the eyes of the world to the causes of war 
and perhaps to persuade governments to 
remove them. But we must not rely too 
much on the governments. It is up to us. 
uWhen enough of us are “ willing” to live in 
peace we shall do so. And not until. 


* 


EANTIME, what? We must aim not 

simply to prevent war but to create the 

conditions of peace. To begin on our own 
doorste» by creating cmployment. 


} In that sense, of course, armaments can 
be “creative” (whether a thing is truly 
creative depends of course on its purpose, 
but you cannot expect a hungry man to take 
Jong views). 


Armament is bringing at least the illu- 
sion of prosperity to many parts of the 
country. Consider, as a single inctance, 
these headlines from a recent press article : 
“ Rearming brings prosperity to Tyneside ”; 
“21 warc!ips under construction”; “ Fac- 
tories reopened.” 


The means to death, you see, become, by a 
curiously cynical paradox, the sole mzans 
of life. 


If this is so in democratic countries, it is 
equally so in the others—in what other way 
would Hitler or Mussolini employ workers 
with world markets netted round with 
quotas and tariffs ? 


* 


AND if all this leads, as we pacifists say, 
*% to another war? Then the workers in 
the best protected country—the country 
which could take and keep the initiative— 
would be liable to be less seriously affected 
than the others. 


All, of course, would suffer ia some 
measure, for “the bomber will always get 
through ” and international dislocation will 
follow the war. 


But at least the strongest country is 
likely, in a smash-and-grab world, to come 
off best in the rough-and-tumble ; to collar 
such markets as may be left and to provide 
the best employment for its workers after 
the deluge. 


A woman with a large family—all unem- 
ployed—expressed to the writer the view 
BOOK 
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a month, Write for particulars and a free copy of 
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SHIPLEY 


that “what we want is another bloody good 
war—there were none of us out of work 
then.” 


The same view has been expressed rather 
less trenchantly in a letter from a miner 
published recently in Reynolds News. 
He is still suffering as a result cf war 
wounds but he has no pension—only unem- 
ployment pay. 


Moreover, with an average of two miners 
killed in the pits every day of the year; 
with a family history of accident and dis- 
aster, he suggests that a man may actually 
be grateful to be unemployed. 


As for the so-called “horrors of war "— 
they leave him cold. He doesn’t want to 
hurt or kill anybody. But he’d rather be in 
a war than where he is today—hopeless and 
half-starved. Tens of thousands of middle- 
aged miners (says he) don't care if some- 
body starts a war tomorrow. 


Now let’s “hold that one a minute,” as 
we used to say about the shells in the 
trenches. 


* 


O we realize how fantastically beside the 
point all our talk about international 
conferences may seem to a man ina derelict 
village undergoing al] the indignities of the 
Means Test ? 


Well then, to revert to our old war-cry— 
“what are we going to do about it?” One 
thing is certain. 


If we're goinz to impress the worker 
and to fulfil even a part of our mission 
at the present time, we've got to do some- 
thing more than refuse to destroy, some- 
thing more than present ourselves as 
candidates for a pacifist death, something 
more than produce’ programmes for 
Utopia. 

We've got to create opportunities for our 
fellow-men to live here and now. We've got 
to break economic bonds and remove social 
and intellectual barriers, and begin to build 
up. We've got to provide a dynamic that 
will grip the imagination of the public and 
start to shape circumstances anew. 


That doesn’t just mean telling the govern- 
ment what it ought todo. It means showing 
the way by getting together and doing 
something ourselves. It means identifying 
ourselves with these hungry disillusioned 
men and women. It means living out our 
peace propaganda instead of just waving it 
about. 


* 


ND “living peace” means something 
“™ much more serious than being decent 
to the man who treads on your toe in the 
tube. That’s just common politeness and 
many militarists are the most courteous 
of men. 


Indeed, “living peace” in this larger 
sense cannot be effectively achieved by 
individuals of themselves. If it is to be- 
come effective as a demonstration, it 
must be a communal effort. 


Indeed, man can only live a fuli life in 
community and, the stronger and better 
organized the unit, the greater the impact 
on public opinion. 


People believe what they see much more 
deeply than what they are told. 


Here then is the next step for pacifists— 
not to tell the world how to live, but to show 
it: to show by collective example how men 
of peace can become adjusted one to another 
and to the creator, father of us all; to show 
that pacifism, as a living force, can help the 
unemployed worker to live creatively just 
as it can help any one of us. 


* 


UR first task seems to lie in the creation 

of a pacifist cooperative, with the 
ultimate object before us of transforming 
society into a world social order from 
which the “self-motive” and the “ profit 
interest” has been washed out. 


But it is no use starting with the world 
—on paper. We need to start with our- 


Berr SHIPLEY is in every- 
day touch with workers and he knows 
what they are thinking and saying about 
war, rearmament, and pacifism. 

In this article he tells us, and goes on 
to throw out some challenging proposals 
to pacifists for "direct action." 


selves—in a field. 


The machinery is ready for use. Produc- 
tion for use, the Homecroft technique, and 
a barter currency based on the real wealth 
represented by crops and craftsmanship, 
provide a practical basis for usetul preduc- 
tion and equitable distribution. 


A colony, a community, a land settle- 
ment—call it what you like—based on these 
principles could provide, in a few years, 
a society fit for children to be born into, 
and an education in values nearer to 
reality than most of the learning that the 


average urban youngster acquires in a 
brief schooling. 
* 
OW io begin? Directly and imme- 


diately by investigating, supporting, or 
supplementing the actual experiments in 
communal life now in being (the Com- 
munity Service Committee will very 
gladly give all the informauon you want 
about these). 


Groups of pacifists could start their own 
experiments in full-time community. 
Those who are not yet prepared to go that 
length can explore income-pooling schemes 
and group centres, particularly in towns 
and cities. And those still further out on 
the circumference of the “ movement” can 
help vy group discussion and by group 
contributions to community ventures. 


Financing the beginnings of a pacifist | 


communal experiment would be an easy 
task if 50,000 pacifists contributed (say) the 
price of a couple of cigarettes a week to 
an “active service fund.” 


* 


UT that is only a beginning. The 
writer sees community as something 
bigger than that. While getting down to 
it in any and every practical way we can. 
we have to plan for large-scale groups of 
producing and distributing units dealing 
at first with basic cormmodities and services 
—agriculture, milling, baking, textiles, 
boots, and transport—extending later to 
cover the refinements and amenities of 
civilization, as well as its living necessi- 
ties. 


Municipal status and parliameatary 
representation should be achieved as 
soon as possible so that the practical 
example of community can provide a 
lever for the application of its object 
lessons through local and national! legis- 
lation. 


Such communities should be established 
in contact with the real problems of the 
country—and that means near a distressed 
area. And they should have the services 
in their planning and administration of a 
panel of experts. 


There are enough “men of good will” 
among scientists, engineers, town planners, 
architects, educationists, psychologists, 
doctors, and artists, to provide voluntary 
service in any good cause that “means 
business.” 


They would also have the support of 
enlightened socialists and reformers, and 
particularly, one hopes, of that section of 
cooperators who regret the degeneration of 
the cooperative movement into a form of 
democratic capitalism which has failed to 
eliminate the profit motive in industry. 


This admittedly is a scheme of “ planned 
community ” and would have to be run by 
nucleus groups of carefully chosen people. 
But its whole purpose would lie in its use- 
fulness as a radiating centre of constructive 
service, and its doors would be open as 
widely as possible—and increasingly as it 
became established—to those whose need 
was greatest, 


* 


WHAT has this to do with world peace? 
Everything. What earthly right have 
we to preach jnternational cooperation io 


PEACE—NOW ? 


our own government and that of other 
countries, if we are not even prepared to 
share our own personal resources—we who 
believe? 


What reason have we to proclaim that 


races can live together usefully in amity, ' 


if we are not ready to prove it in co- 
operation with those of our own convic- 
tion? 


Community can offer the one unanswer- 
able argument of the pacifist. Indeed, 
once established, the international basis of 
British community might be demonstrated 
by cooperation with, say, the Cooperative 
Commonwealth in USA, the Palestine 
Settlements, and the Ashram Communities 
of India—an adventure toward the wider 
imperialism. 


* 


DMITTEDLY there will be hardships 

and difficulties and problems alike in 
the spiritual, social and economic context 
of community. But they will not dcter 
those who are truly out to build a new 
social order free from the seeds of war. 


To many of us this would be indced the 
prototype of the kingdom of God on earth: 
community, the Church of Christ untainted 
with man-made ordinances; its members 
led into all truth by the spirit of Ged. 


To work and to witness for such an ideal 
may mean, for some of us, victimization 
and even, maybe. in the last resort, 
martyrdom. Yet if our faces are sect stead- 
fastly toward the New Jerusalem, will it 
matter that we die a creative death befere 
we achieve it? 


And so—since the time, as we te}l ene 
another, is short — who's for “active 
service” here and now? 


A | ee | 
Theatre Club 


‘The establisnment of drama which d- Is 
with realities and reflects contempcraty 
life, instead of plays which merely pro- 
vide a dream world of escape and at best 
depict false ideas of life, is the chief aim 
of the Unity Theatre Club. 


The society started its existence in a 
disused church hall in Britannia Street, 
King’s Cros, and so great was the success 
of the plays produced that after eighteen 
months new and larger premises had te be 
found. Hence the present theatre. which 
was built by the trade unionists of Lon- 
don and was officially opened on Novem- 
ber 25. 1937. It was built for the workers 
to serve as a means of dramatizing their 
life and struggles, and as an aid in making 
them conscious of their strength and of 
the need for united action 


The theatre, as far as stage plays are 
concerned, is private and only members 
and their bona fide friends are admitted. 
Any member can purchase tickets for and 
be admitted to any performance at the 
theatre on production of his trade union 
or other membership card. 


There are three forms of membership— 
active members, non-active members, and 
affiliated members. 


Active membership costs 3d. per week, 
but no person can remain on the full mem- 
bers’ register unless he does in fact take 
an active part in the club's day to day, 
work. 

Non-active members.form the audience, 
This membership costs ls. per year, but 
it is a condition of membership that appli- 
cants must be genuinely in sympathy with 
the aims and objects. 

Any labour or kindred organizations can 
be accepted into membership of the club. 
The membership fee in these cases varies 
between 5s. and £2 2s. per year according 
to the size and nature of the organiza- 
tions. 

It is a condition of membership that 
every member, active, non-active, or 
affiliated organization, hold at least one 
share in the society. 


Further particulars are obtainable from 
the secretary, Unity Theatre Club Ltd, 
Goldington Street, Pancras Road, London, 
N.W.1. 


Sentember 17, 1938 
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THE FOCUS OF PERSONALITY 


mence to air my views, my wife 

has festooned our suburban 
patch of tired grass with the snowy 
harvest of yesterday’s wash-day. 


I like occasionally assisting with the 
washing, I confess its attractiveness would 
be less and my participation rare were we 
not the fortunate possessors, after passing 
the requisite number of H.P. instalment 
milestones, of an electric washer and 
ironer. (Perhaps it is this acquisition that 
inspired the proprietors of Burke’s Landed 
Gentry to bewilder my vanity by request- 
ing particulars of my pedigree, properties, 
clubs, and grandparents for inclusion in 
their future editions!) Yes, I enjoy the 
emergence of sundry sodden, shapeless, 
and twisted objects from their watery 
discipline to the valiant climax of the 
clothes line and the benediction of sun and 
wind. 


L is appropriate that, as I com- 


Probably the objective pleasure is a pro- 
jection of subjective satisfaction in airing 
my views by pegging thoughts on these 
printed lines. My display may contrast 
strangely with the back-gardens down the 
road, yet, however curious or mundane, 
while the style and type is likely to remain 
a fairly constant characteristic, certainly 
part of my psychological linen-store may 
change in course of time. 


If. therefore, you consider this or that 
dubious notion could be relegated to the 
fate of a duster, I plead that though I am 
speaking egotistically yet other pacifists 
should tolerate idiosyncracies they may not 
personally desire to wear or use. 


* * 


'TTOLERATION! It is a shadowy 


word, but spiritual values often 
seem misty reflections of reality. But of 
what reality? Surely it is goodwill, itself 
the reflection or, rather, the impact of 
spiritual reality. 


I postulate spiritual reality as a neces- 
sity of sanity. Call this “God” if you 
wish, though I will not wander off to pick 
metaphysical blackberries. Speaking 
personally, I accept the term, with all its 
difficult historic associations, because I 
find no other with such frequent signifi- 
cance. As some, however, think the 
word has lost validity or beauty the im- 
mediate reference shall be simply to 
“spiritual reality.” 


It is difficult to worship this. but then 
worship itself has become less fashionable 
than greyhound racing or demonstrations. 


Though I can offer no overwhelming 
“proof.” my quest for truth, my range of 
values, and the subtle sense of invisible 
communion assures me of a fundamental 
realm of reality with processes that prevail 
over organic and inorganic mechanism. 
In that is the Alpha and Omega of tolera- 
tion, goodwill, socialism, pacifism, reconcili- 
ation, and creative fulfilment. 


If [ believe not that, then it would seem 
to me Spengler is right and we shall! find 
ourselves back in the foetid swamp and 
the howling wilderness. We live by faith 
even though it be only an initial faith in 
the validity of our own rational conscious- 
ness. 


* * 


ACIFISM, I consider, issues from 

=~ recognizing personality as the 

focus of spiritual reality. But let us dis- 

pel illusions. Hitler is a great personality. 

So is Lloyd George and Stalin and Rother- 

mere. So was Cromwell and St. Francis 

and General Booth. These are “great” men 
who count in life and history. 


Women? Yes, the “great” men all had 
mothers and lest this irritates latent fem- 
inism I mention Queen Victoria, Mary 
Wollstonecroft, Queen Elizabeth, and 
Florence Nightingale, two of whom, I 
understand, were not mothers. 


If you would be greater than human 
shrimps why not invest in a course of 
“Personality Pays” and acquire magnetic 
eyes and an imperious posture in twelve 
lessons for five guineas, complete with 
chart? Failing this, the advertisements 
will explain how you can become a manag- 
ing director by eating corn-flakes, or a 
film star by using patent glamorous cos- 
metics. 


Learn the tricks of “greatness” even 
though they involve smashing your rivals 
pretty mercilessly>— Alternatively, if you 
find greatness without tricks vou may get 
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smashed yourself. Evidently there are 
different kinds of greatness. 
St. Francis, George Fox, Charles 


Kingsley, and Keir Hardie, for instance, 
look incongruous on the scroll of fame. 
ff these be great men then success, 
cleverness, or popularity may be false 
standards and some called “ great” may 
merely suffer from an abnormal disease 
of the ego 


In this case we may accept all men and 
women as personalities and adopt a dif- 
ferent assessment of “ greatness.” 


Personality is the supreme treasure of 
spiritual reality and the measure of value 
that prevents life becoming a mouldering 
junk-shop. What is good or bad—race- 
horses, roses, mustard gas, shovels, corn- 
fields, marriage certificates, fur coats, 
sculpture, Bibles? These can be good or 
bad according to their relationship to 
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human personality and its true fulfilment. 
Even the ambiguity of the last two words 
keeps personality dynamic. 


* * 


Wry, therefore, this desecraticn, 

this incessant frustration, 

this recurrent holocaust of things of 
splendid promise? 

Our answer is that once our race was 
pure and innocent and Adam and Eve wer. 
shining spirits in carnal vestments, until 
they acquired self-consciousness, and then 
they had the devil to pay. Thence came 
evil and shame, confusion, fear and hate. 
Cain slew Abel and the inheritance of 
cursed knowledge produced Vickers and 
Krupp. 


But though this, like Pandora's box and 
Sinbad the Sailor, has profound, ancient 
meaning. it is left in the nursery school by 
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Here’s the Answer 


Objectives 


HE claim that any objective can be se- 
cured by war was refuted by Frank 
Olmstead, well-known American pacifist, 
in a debate with Lieut.-Comm. Edwin W. 
Holden in New York. Frank Olmstead 
cited the Great War in sup ort of his argu- 
ment. He said: 
Returning to this country, I took an inventory of 
what had been accomplished through the World 
War and reached the conclusion that no major 


objective, for which the war had been fought, 
had been gained. 


The troops, of course, had been recruited for 
objectives which were idealistic. 


A compliment to our progress was jn the fact that 
nothing short af bish ideals could have driven 


that Failed 


us into the war. 


The troops had been asked to fight the war to end 
wars. This cbjective failed. Today we are 
spending more money for war preparation than 
ever before and the world has more troops 
under arms than it had in 1914; also there are 
more friction points which seem to be making 
toward new wars. 


Again, the troops were to fight the war to make 
the world safe for democracy. This objective 
failed. Since the War, nearly a dozen and a 
half democracies have been transferred to less 
progressive types of government. | 


The third ideal was to fight for the protection of 
the helpless women and children. This objective 
failed TRAGICALLY. It has been estimated 
that as high as 10,000,000 women and children 
lost their lives, their homes or relatives upon 
woes? were dependent, as a result of the 
conflict. { 


those who pags, let us say, to the ponular 
academy of Messrs. Shaw and Wells 


Another answer 1s that spiritual ceality 
stirs with the dawn of self-consciousress 
More poetically, God rejoices wnen Adam 
and Eve eat of the Tree of Knowledge, for 
then they can become “as one of us, tu 
know good and evil.” though driven te toil 
and sweat in the great adventure of a 
wider world. (This apocryphal reinterpre- 
tation of the complex mystery of man's 
sublimity and degradation may be more 
authentic than the alleged editing of 
Moses.) 


The impulsive ignorance of early self- 
consciousness becomes twisted and, like 
churlish roysterers who trample down 
flowers, so man with unconsecrated 
virility makes earth a bloody shambles. 


And now we stand by the latest war 
memorial listening to the marching men 
and the morbid drone of bombing ‘planes. 
We shout and counter-shout, bellow out 
frenzied defiance or cower with growing 
neurosis in elemental caverns. 


With war-paint and coloured cloth we 
seek salvation in sharpened steel and the 
belching “ironshard.” Though dreadful, 
sinister, and pitiful, it is an impressive 
revelation that man, because he has learned 
to march forward, can also retreat. Human 
personality can organize its own debase- 
ment. 


Tt, throws into awesome relief the tragic 
pern of emotional irresponsibility and it 
either paralyses man in his littleness or it 
causes real greatness to break free. 


* ve 


CREEDS, traditions, pomposities, 

and hypocrisies shrivel vefore 

the threat of war, and instinct and spirit 

get to grips. Shall man’s potent energy be 
for hell or heaven? 


If we choose to repudiate the tyranny 
of rationalized ferocity, of malformed per- 
sonality doped with fear and hate, then 
the implicit discipline is exacting. To tnose 
who cannot, dare not, or know not why 
they should break free there can be no 
enmity, for they, too, are our kindred. 


Even if there be some whose hearts are 
poisonous infallible judgment is difficult. 
Pacifists respect the integrity of those who 
think them knaves or fools 


Among pacifists there can be pract:scd 
this elementary toleration lest otherwise 
is fostered the very evil they would de- 
stroy. The vice of dogmatic intolerance 
corrupts even the gracious mind, and 
simple souls in their passionate zeal be- 
come ensnared in over-simplification, so 
that the personality who should heal un- 
wittingly transmits bitterness. 

And here my preliminary “ airing ” shall 
cease, though I will hang out next week— 
if the line has not broken. 


Radio Links Children 
in Britain and 
Germany 


JOINT radio programme between 
** village children of Claverley, Shrop- 
shire, and peasant children of Marsdorf, 
Germany, was planned for Thursday after- 
noon. 


The English children were to broadcast 
their singing games, and were then to 
listen to the German children broadcasting 
their singing games from the university 
town of Marsdorf. 

Mr. Harold Small, a Wolverhampton 
journalist, who planned the programme, 
told The Times that when he visited 
Germany for the first time he noticed 
many similarities between children’s 
games in the two countries, 

The programme was the first of its kind 
to be arranged between the Midland 
Regional station and Reichssender Frank- 
furt. 
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A Policy for Peace 


Now 


HE impatiently-awaited speech of Herr 
Hitter at Nuremberg, on Monday 
having failed to provide a direct answer to 
the question everyone was asking—peace or 
war?—the question was passed back, so to 
speak, to the Sudeten Germans themselves. 
Ard because their answer must depend 
upon their behaviour from day to day 
(rather than upon any pronouncement to 
be made, for example, during any further 
negotiations on the latest Czech plan), it 
has been impossible to make any comment 
on the situation with the certainty that it 
would not need revision on the following 
day. 

The only thing that seems certain is that 
the situation will remain serious. How 
serious has this week depended, even more 
than: previously, upon whether feelings 
among Sudetens and Czechs could be re- 
strained. Though Herr Hitter on Monday 
promised that, if they needed it, the Sude- 
ten Germans would have his help, there 
was no more threat of a German a‘tack on 
Czechoslovakia (if no less) than there had 
been before. The danger thereupon be- 
came one that internal disorder would pro- 
duce either preventive measures by the 
State authorities that could be represented 
as aggression by Czechs against Germans 
calling for sheer defence, or a second Spain, 
with its pretence of non-intervention. 


But, that powder-magazine apart—and it 
could be set apart by, but only by, the exer- 
cise of a steadying influence on their fellows 
by those Czechs and Germans whose desire 
for the peaceful ending of injustice is 
sincere—there was given a chance which, 
difficult as the problems are, might have 
been taken to lead Europe and the world 
step by step to peace. 


For each side to take up a position from 
which it will not budge because that 
position rests ultimately upon the particular 
party’s national interest is to throw away 
the chance and call in, sooner or later, the 
futile method of war, with the active sup- 
port of similarly interested countries. The 
bluffing we have experienced in the past 
few weeks is part of that method. It can- 
not remain bluff indefinitely. 


But even the worst eventuality—the 
issuing of the state of tension and recurring 
incidents in war—does not absolve those 
who seek peace from the duty of urging the 
adoption instead of the policy of peace 
which Hirer this week gave us a last 
chance to follow in the relatively calm 
atmosphere of the absence of hostilities. 


That policy is not merely something that 
either the Czechs or the Germans have 
alone to adopt. It concerns this country 
very directly, if only for the reasons which 
prompted our Government to take part in 
the recent bandying of war threats. As the 
Peace Pledge Union’s statement on the 
situation (which we publish on our front 
page this week) puts it, “Aggression is a 
symptom: we have to deal with the 
disease.” And we have to deal with it be- 
cause our country has been so largely 
responsible for the disease. 

The first and most essential point in the 
only policy that can end both war and the 
threat of war is that none of the problems 
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which are made the occasions of such wars 
or threats can be satisfactorily settled by 
itself. The demands of the Sudeten Ger- 
mans is an excellent case in point: if they 
were not bound up with the whole network 
of alliances serving a system of power poli- 
tics, they could have been settled long ago 
(and could still) by the application of the 
treaty which Czechoslovakia and Germany 
signed in 1925 agreeing to submit such dis- 
putes to arbitration. 

The second essential point in the true 
peace policy is that it must deal with those 
interrelated problems with a view to secur- 
ing political and economic justice for all 
rather than for one—even the aggrieved— 
party, regardless of what new grievances 
may be caused. Above all it must aim at 
ending the whole system of imperialism, 
with its sufferings of the subject peoples 
and rivalry of the imperial Powers. 

From which follows the third essential 
point—that those countries which are well 
satisfied with their positions of advantage 
in the world must be prepared to make 
sacrifices. Those who have been glibly talk- 
ing of war this week have lightly (if ignor- 
antly) been assuming willingness to make 
sacrifices not less than those that would be 
needed for peace but with infinitely less 
hope of any fruitful result from them. 

This policy, we repeat, must be pressed 
now and all the time, war or no war, by 
anyone and everyone who is not prepared 
to admit his preference for war. But it is 
quite meaningless if it is attempted to run 
it in harness with willingness to support a 
war. That is why the Peace Pledge Union 
is in the strongest possible position of 
advocating it in conjunction with its con- 
viction that “in no circumstances can we 
support or take part in a war.” 


Words or Deeds 


HIS year’s Trades Union Congress was 
characterized by an apparent differ- 
ence in attitude between the addresses of 
the President and the General Secretary. 
The difference, however, was only super- 
ficial, for they are both committed to the 
same basic attitude. 

Mr. Etviy, in his presidential address, 
spoke mainly as a politician and his voice 
was the official voice of the Labour Party. 
His thesis was that the cause of democracy 
had been betrayed by this country in Abys- 
sinia, Spain, China, and Austria, and it was 
about time we put our foot down. Mr. 
ELvin did not, however, shed much light on 
the methods which should be used by the 
members of the trade union movement to 
bring the necessary pressure to bear on the 
Government. 

Srrk WALTER Cirring, on the other hand, 
was more specific. While agreeing with 
the general political outlook of Mr. Exvin, 
he laid it down as the agreed policy of the 
General Council that, “ while dealing with 
any Government on behalf of the trade 
union movement, its conduct must be deter- 
mined by industrial and not political con- 
siderations.” 

This statement, representing the attitude 
to which the TUC has been moving ever 
since the General Strike, is of profound 
importance. It means in fact that politi- 
cally, and therefore morally, the trade 
union movement as such has ceased to 
exist. Its sphere of influence as an 
organized body is restricted not only 
legally, by the Trades Dispute Act, but also 
by its own decision, to the sphere of bargain- 
ing over wages and labour conditions. 

Whether the work which its members are 
doing in industry is morally right or politi- 
cally desirable is not now considered to be 
the business of the TUC. Such matters 
can only be affected, if at all, by the politi- 
cal votes of individual members. Organized 
labour has thus incapacitated itself and has 
resigned itself to the position of an integral 
part of the capitalist machine. Until the 
workers are prepared to organize them- 
selves for direct action on moral and poli- 
tical issues, they will continue to be ineffec- 
tive in changing the present violent struc- 
ture of society and of the world. 

The report of the General Secretary on 
the arms discussion with the Premier is an 
example of the ineptness of organized 
labour which is afraid to use its power. In 
that direction lies a vast field of work for 
the Peace Pledge Union. When the TUC 


becomes a seditious body, our job will be 
half done. 
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A Sponsor of the Peace. Pledge Union tells 
“How I Became a Pacifist” 


had never heard of pacifism, 

and in which war was accepted 
as an inevitable if regrettable feature 
of civilized life. 

When I did at length hear of pacifism I 
thought it a ridiculous idea. When I first 
met pacifists I did not like them. I fear I 
even despised them—for which may God 
forgive me! 


[ brought up in a world that 


But during the last twenty years it has 
become impossible to escape facing the 
pacifist issue for the simple reason that the 
real nature of war has been revealed. 

Many of us had assumed that war is a 
school of courage and a bracing discipline 
for mankind. Our whole mental attitude 
was upset to discover that it is a devastat- 
ing and degrading force, that it lets loose 
the brute instincts, and is a father of 
lies. We found we had to face the fact 


By 


Dr. A. HERBERT GRAY 


that its decisions have no necessary re- 
lation to justice or reason, and that it al- 
ways leaves behind it such a rankling 
sense of injustice in the defeated nation 
that the seeds of more war are thereby 
sown. 

* 


pX consequence there came to us 
the realization that the war 
method is the extreme antithesis of Christ’s 
method. To a world convulsed and dis- 
traught by the abominations of force, Christ 
declared that the only way of life and pro- 
gress is the way of love. He called on men 
to build a kingdom based on forgiveness, on 
brotherhood, and on fellowship—a kingdom 
in which the old divisive poison of race 
prejudice or national prejudice or class 
bitterness should be purged out of society 
by a spirit of reconciliation which should 
know no bounds. 


The more closely I studied Christ, the 
clearer did it become that he calls us to 
learn to use persuasion instead of force, for- 
giveness instead of revenge, and cooperation 
instead of rivalry. In fact, I found he was 
calling on me to belong in spirit to a sys- 
tem of thought and moral principle quite 
different from that which prevails in the 
world today. ‘My kingdom,” he said, “is 
not a wordly kingdom, If my kingdom were 
a wordly kingdom, then would my servants 
fight.” 


* 


UST I then in all circumstances 

refuse to fight? Must I divorce 
myself from a world in which differences 
are settled by killing? 


For a long time—I think for a shamefully 
long time—I temporized before that issue. 
I loved so many soldiers, and did not love 
so many pacifists. I also loved Britain so 
much that I was repelled by the very 
thought of any movement of my spirit 
which should lead to my dissociating my- 
self from Britain in any circumstances. It 
seemed to me clear that a thorough-going 
pacifist must at times seem to himself a 
man without a country. 


I said in those days: “I believe in peace, 
but...” and then followed a host of reser- 
vations. I was genuinely troubled and 
occupied a weak and vacillating position. 


Further, I saw that if I became an out- 
and-out pacifist, I- should have to preach 
pacifism. I should have to try. to convert 
others. I should have to wish that the whole 
nation might go pacifist. I wonder whether 
we all face that! 


It is folly to preach pacifism without wish- 
ing for a pacifist Britain. But I have some- 
times had a suspicion that pacifists really 
conceive of themselves as going on indefi- 
nitely being a pacifist minority within a 
militarist nation, and that they secretly, 
if half unconsciously, enjoy the position of 
being a despised and peculiar people. And 
if that were true it would also be dishonest. 


But the conception of a pacifist Britain in 
the midst of a militarist world at first 


appalled me as much as it still cppals all 
military-minded people. 

What would happen if we as a nation re« 
fused any more to use threats of force and 
trusted wholly to the security given by just 
and generous policies? Would we not be as 
sheep in the midst of wolves? Would we not 
be in the position of men who, being set to 
guard others, should lay aside the means of 
defence? Without a navy might not the in- 
habitants of this island be reduced to starve 
ation? 


* 


"THOSE thoughts gave me rause, I 

did not want to break faith with 

Christ. I could not conceive his blessing 

me if I went forth to kill for any reason.’ 

But it seemed to me that if Britain asa 

whole were to obey Christ the results might 
be most alarming. 

There, for many days, I remained 
mentally and spiritually stranded. And I 
found many companions. I met men in 
plenty, and some of them were ministers, 
who said: “Yes, I believe in peace; but at 
present and in these circumstances it would 
not be safe to take the out-and-out Christian 
way.” 

For myself I found that position increas« 
ingly untenable. It made me feel that I was 
afraid to be wholly Christian. It destroyed 
my joy in God. I was sure I had to go back 
or forward. But to go back would mean 
for me the surrender of Christianity. 

I heard men in plenty say in effect: “Yes, 
it is a beautiful conception but it is not one 
on which you can act in the real world.” 
And in saying that they were really saying 
that Christ did not reveal the truths on 
which life can be successfully conducted, 


that he did not speak for God, that he did 
not reveal ultimate and essential truth. 


Such a position is at least honest, but iti 
is the repudiation of all real Christianity. 
No. I could not go back. And then, as I 
hesitated to go forward, I realized that I was 
afraid to trust Christ for myself and my, 
nation because I could not be sure before- 
hand what the consequences might be. I 
was really asking for guarantees before- 
hand that no serious suffering would befall 
me or mine. 

Now that may be good worldly wisdom; 
but emphatically it is not trust. It is not 
faith. And with that perception I came to 
an end of my journey. There was nothing 
pcssible for me but the real pacifist position. 


* 


I HAVE spoken so far of the negative 

aspect of pacifism. I have talked 

simply of the refusal to fight; and I am 

aware that that is really the less important 
aspect of pacifism. 


And yet I cannot dismiss this negative 
aspect of the matter with a mere gesture 
as so many do. It was so hard for me to 
arrive at that position that to do so was a 
very positive step forward. And for me, 
and others like me, I doubt whether it is 
possible really to understand and appreci- 
ate the positive side of pacifism till this 
point of sincerely renouncing force has been 
reached. 


And yet, of course, the positive and crea- 
tive side of pacifism is what really weighs. 
The Christian position is that the good ends 
which have often been vainly sought by, 
force can be achieved by the methods of 
persuasion and generosity. It is part of my, 
position to believe that Britain would be 
more secure without her present arma- 
ments, if only she would wholeheartedly, 
pursue policies of generosity and good will, 


But to learn to create by good will is a 
great learning. To be able to achieve recon< 
ciliation means to have mastered « divine 
art. To be able to love with the kind of love 
which casts out fear and suspicion i; the 
highest of all possible achievements. 


It is to the mastering of these divine 
methods that pacifists must give themselves 
if they are to play their true part, and not: 
to any mere declaration of what they will! 
not do. But I repeat that for many the’ 
preliminary condition to mastering these’ 
methods is to have achieved a complete’ 
separation in spirit from all the methods of 
mere violence. 


’ 


September 17, 1938 


PEACE NEWS 


Franklyn Dyall (on left), Lee Tracy, and Terence Neil in a scene from " Idiot's Delight " 


PLAY THAT IS MORE UP TO 


DATE AS THE 


IDIOT’S DELIGHT. Apollo Theatre. 

IT is now well over six months since the 
= political brew began to ferment, and there 
is still no subsidence in its activity. How 
soon it will overflow is a matter of great 
alarm and considerable conjecture. 

A certain inevitability is creeping slowly 
over us which is too horrible to contem- 
plate, a pessimistic gloom which no amount 
of dictatorial assurances can dispel. “ Why 
can’t someone answer the question we are 
all asking—WHY? WHY? WHY?” 
screams a character in Idiot’s Delight at the 
Apollo, and our conscience echoes— 
“Why?” 

And it is now six months since the critics 
hailed this play as one of the best seen in 
the theatre for a long time because of its 
brilliant acting, good entertainment, and, 
alas, topicality. 


EVEN MORE TOPICAL 


So uncertain were the management of its 
success that its leading actor, Raymond 
Massey, was allowed to sign for a future 
contract. But the public flocked to the play 
in their thousands—there was seldom an 
empty seat in the house—its topicality be- 
came more rather than less obvious, and 
Raymond Massey had to leave, to be 
followed by Lee Tracy with an equally 
brilliant but entirely different interpreta- 
tion of the principal part. 

Is it because this play reflects our inner- 
most thoughts or is it because it is grand 
entertainment that has made it such a 
success ? 


It is very difficult to attribute motives 
of any kind to that whimsical animal 
known as the theatre-going public, but 
there seems no doubt—judging from the 
spontaneous applause which greets the 
more pointed passages—that all who see 
it come away intensely moved by the 
horror and absurdity of war. 


Not that the author tries to take sides, 
Except for an underlying cynicism he is 
scrupulously fair. Even that arch-demon of 
the international nursery, the armaments 
manufacturer, is not made to appear too 
ghoulish. “ After all,” he says, “as long as 
people are foolish enough to want to buy 
my produets, J am ready to supply them.” 


And it is this fairness which give the play 
its quality as propaganda, which makes it 


MONTHS GO BY 


palatable to the unconverted, which saves it 
from the danger of mental dyspepsia which 
a plethora of unadulterated dogma might 
induce. 


JEST AND A WARNING 

There is no doubt where the sympathy of 
the author lies. But his cynicism is at the 
same time a grim jest and a warning. How 
often do people abandon their principles in 
moments of stress, and how easy it is to turn 
a love of peace into a hatred of man! 

Look at the “international pacifist,” 
played with brilliant exuberance by Carl 
Jaffe, whose passionate outburst against 
this “obscene mania” leads him in front 
of the firing squad with the words “ Vive la 
France” on his lips. 

Or the disgusted scientist who abandonsa 
life’s work which is to save millions from 
death by cancer to return to an unsym- 
pathetic country to devote himself to the 
patriotic pursuit of killing perhaps more 
with malignant microbes. 

Or the artistic young Englishman who 
swears to pursue nothing but truth and 
beauty one moment and interrupts his 
honeymoon to rush home and man a 
machine gun the next. 

And asI came out of the theatre after the 
matinee and noticed the preponderance of 
women waiting in the queue for the evening 
performance, some white feathers fluttered 
vaguely through the dim consciousness of 
my childhood memories. 

PHILIP L. LORRAINE. 


WOMEN’S CONFERENCES 
IN AMERICA 

Called by the Peace and Disarmament 
Committee of the Women’s International 
Organizations, Geneva, an Inter-continental 
Peace Conference of Women Leaders will 
be held in Washington, USA, from January 
26 to 28, 1939. It will follow the annual 
National Conference on the Cause and Cure 
of War, which will be held from January 21 
to 25. 

The object of the inter-continental con- 
ference is primarily to encourage consulta- 
tions between women leaders from all 
countries in order to promote close co- 
operation between their organizations in 
future peace policies and plans of work. 

Further particulars of both conferences 
are obtainable from Miss Mary Dingman, 

‘ Palais Wilson, Geneva, Switzerland. 
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Good News for 
Philippe Vernier 


From a Correspondent 


—and Did Not Enrol Readers of “Peace News” will be glad to 


know that Philippe Vernier, the French 
Conscientious Objector, is, after all, not 
to be called up for the next two years. He 
says he is, of course, glad, but that he has 
been far too busy to think about it. 


Aft i little of the seaside holid 
zs PEACE NEWS a PS eae ee ee ane Shieh te 


is a quotation 


and his wife were in charge for six 
weeks, one can well believe that. 


from a letter written to a cor- | Beyond making their own beds the boys did 


respondent by an ex-miner, 


now unemployed and living on the 
Means Test: 


“Many thanks for Peace News which 
I am receiving each week; I do enjoy 


none of the work of the camp, and to hear 
the incessant babel of happy voices, and 
the community singing; to take part in 
one day’s potato peeling and one meal’s 
was:ing up, made one take off cne’s hat 
to “Philo” and Mme. “Philo” and their 
volunteer staff cf willing helpers. 


reading it. It has given me much food Philippe Vernier has already served two 


for thought. 

I had seriously thought of being an 
ARP warden, in fact I had inquired at 
our local police station concerning the 


terms of imprisonment for refusal to pera 
form military service. 


matter, but after reading Peace News I Van Zeeland 
-j|Conference 


have abandoned the idea. 


HOME OFFICE 
CLAIM AGAIN 
DISPROVED 


Following the disclosures in Peace News 


of the inaccuracy—so far as the Free 
Churches are concerned—of the Home 


Office claim to have secured “ the coopera- 
tion of all the churches” in air raid pre- 
cautions, comes the discovery that, so far 
as the Churches of Christ are concerned, 
no approach regarding ARP has been made 
by the authorities at all. 


In The Christian Advocate—organ of the 
Churches of Christ in Great Britain and 
Ireland—was published a letter from a 
member, querying the accuracy of the 
Home Office claim, an editorial footnote to 
the letter declared: 


We have no knowledge of any approach to 
Churches of Christ in the matter of air raid 
precautions service; and even if such an 
approach were made there is no authority 
within the cooperation with powers to bind the 
Churches to cooperate. Whether or not they 
shall cooperate in this service must finally rest 
with the consciences of individual members. 


There are 50,000 members of the Church 
of Christ in this country; world member- 
ship totals over 1,000,000. 

(Later news on page 2) 


‘Urgent Need 


APPREHENSION that lack of courage 
and preoccupation with other con- 
cerns may prevent governments from 
taking steps to make effective the proposals 
in the Van Zeeland Report, is expressed in 
a statement issued by the Manchester and 
Salford Joint Peace Committee, on which 
leading peace organizations are repre- 
sented. 


The committee believes that the report 
“contains proposals which, if adopted, 
would materially increase prosperity and 
would mitigate the grievances which lead 
to war.” 


It also “ expresses the urgent hope that 
the British Government will summon 
without delay the preliminary conference 
of the Great Powers, suggested in Part 
I, section D (1) of the report, and that 
it will at this conference show that deter- 
mination and perseverance which world 
conditions demand and without which 
the conference would be unlikely to 
succeed.” 


The statement was signed by the com- 
mittee, on behalf of the Fellowship of Re- 
conciliation, League of Nations Union, 
Peace Pledge Union, Society of Friends’ 
Peace Committee, Teachers’ Peace Society, 
and the World Alliance for International 
Friendship Through the Churches. 


An Army marehes 


on its stomach, according to 


Napoleon. Constructive forces too 


need food. For 


principles’ sake 


the intelligent pacifist will shop 


at his co-operative stores and buy 


foods and goods 


marked 


made by the C.W.S. 
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Under the Oak Tree 


By THEO WILLS 


(on behalf of the Basque Fund) 


CHEER rises from the children in the 

play-room. Aurora has just returned 
from spending a week-end with English 
friends in London. She has spent it ex- 
ceedingly well. too, to judee by the excite- 
ment with wnich she rushes up to the office 
to show in person her safe arrival, and by 
the mock sorrowfulness with which her 
sister asks: “When is someone going to 
take me up to London?” It is mock 
sorrow, however, because neither of them 
is forgetting the good time they had during 
the summer week with their foster-parents. 

* * * 


Our youngsters share the _ probably 
universal taste of childr2n for demonstra- 
tion by cheerful shouting. All readers of 
this column will know by now about the 
deafening Vivas which resound through the 
whole house on birthday mornings. (How 
can our more blurred “hurrah” compare 
with the lively viva ?) 

And the other morni-. we witnessed 
another form of this means of expression. 
Magdalena was off to the hospital to have 
her tonsils out, and her friends crowded 
with her to the door shouting after her 
“ Magdalena! Magdalena!” conveying all 
their sympathy and encouragement merely 
by this cheerful but gentle reiteration of 
her name. 


" a * 


In fact we do not fret for lack of 
children’s voices. We have saved some 
sixty children’s lives here, and what bub- 
bling and irrepressible units of life they 
are—the strangest, most miraculous, and 
most fascinating element there is. The tur- 
moil of its current on which one is carried 
on day after day sometimes leaves one 
wondering if ever «ne’s feet will rest on 
firm land again. 

In such moments the peaceful little inter- 
ludes are precious, such as when, having 
taken refuge on a seat in the garden, you 
are surrounded by a group of children, 
leaning amiably on yorr shoulder to hear 
explained again the complexities of 
“should” and “ would,” or to draw carica- 
tures of each other; or again, when one 
comes upon Leonard Read—you have seen 
Leonard Read? He locks like William Tell 
—squatting iu a quiet nook under the stairs 
with a group of little girls, translating 
Peter Pan from beginning to end for them. 

All donations should be sent to Basque Fund, 


Peace Pledge Union, 96, Yegent Street, W.1. 
They wil! be most gratefully received. 


A LOSS TO 
DEVON 


By E. C. MADDAX 


It is with regret that we of the Devon 
Area Committee have to report the loss of 
one of our most active members, Mr. W. D. 
Tolchard; who had been acting as tempor- 
ary secretary of our Torquay group. 

We in Devon shall miss him a great deal, 
for he was always willing to do his utmost 
for the cause of peace. Our deepest sym- 
pathy goes out to Mrs. Tolchard and family 
in their loss. 

Cheery and good tempered, Mr. Tolchard 
was always prepared to give and take. 
Until the Sunday before last he was with 
us and visited me in Newton Abbot in con- 
nexion with the Devon Rally. which he was 
organizing locally, and a public meeting. 

Although in the flesh he has now left us, 
his memory will always remain. 
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NEWS from the FOUR CORNERS 


HOME COUNTIES 
Gravesend 
At its annual general meeting on Mon- 
day this group—which has only been 
an organized group for just under a year— 
was able to review a good record of past 
activity. 

This has included not only activities of 
various kinds within its own area, but also 
cooperation by some members in the work 
of the West Kent Region. The balance 
sheet, too, was satisfactory. 

Looking to the winter’s work ahead, the 
group has already planned a public meet- 
ing for November 4. a: which Dr. Alfred 
Salter will speak, and has arranged for 
Nigel Spottiswoode to address the Graves- 
end Demcecratic Fellowship. 


LONDON 
Chiswick 


YEAR of progress and expansion was 
reported at the seccnd annual meet- 
ing of the Chiswick group last week. 

Not only have public meetings been 
arranged, but debates have been organized 
with the Socialist Party of Great Britain 
and the League of Nations Union. 

Cells are now being formed for those 
who wish to specialize in training activi- 
ties, study and social service, &c. 

Financially the group is sound, in spite 
of a fairly heavy drain on its funds. After 
the business, John Bavclay addressed the 
meeting 


Edmonton 

At a meeting held shortly after the 
terrible air disaster in this district, a 
collection was taken to contribute to the 
relief fund. 

A local councillor who was in the chair 
told the meeting that, while everything 
would be done lozally to minister to the 
victims, steps would be taken to impress 
upon the Air Ministry its heavy respon- 
sibility in the matter. 

Roy Walker stressed the importance of 
sacrifice in time of peace and a discussion 
followed. 

Attempts are to be mad> to find regular 
accommodation for the group in order that 
more frequent meetings may be arranged. 
Golders Green 

Following the decision of the Hendon 
Peace Council to support the “Four Points” 
of the International Peace Campaign 
(Point 3 of which involves collective 
security, embodying armed sanctions), this 
group resigned from the peace council. 

Feeling, however, iat ther: should 


London Group Leaders’ 
Mecting 

The London group leaders’ meeting last 
week opened with an announcement of the 
untimely death of Bart de Ligt. Reports on 
recent activities were *tiven by John Bar- 
clay, who then introduced Nigel Spottis- 
woode. 

Mr. Spottiswoode outline? a plan for 
organizing meetings outside factories 


where the actual manufacture of poison-gas | 


bcmbs was being carried on. 

Roy Walker followed with a scheme for 
extending our range of activities to the 
armed forces by the production of a leaflet 
that might be distributed to all sections of 
the community. 

The meeting concluded with an animated 
discussion on training in non-violence and 
it was resolved to arrange a special meet- 
ing of those who are sufficiently interested. 


Socialist Case against 


WAR 


Every Week in 


“FORWARD” 


EVERY FRIDAY 


TWOPENCE 


Send a postcard for free specimen copy to: 


“Forward” Office, 26, Civic Street, Port Dundas, Glaszow. 
London Office : Gray’s Inn Road, London. 


nevertheless be cooper.ition between pro- 
gressive peace-miaded people and organiza- 
tions, at least on the common ground of 
matters of fact and public education, the 
group cecided to invite members of the 
peace council’s executive, together with 
two other executive members who resigned 
over the same issue, to a group meeting 
fixed for last night. 

The matter was to be fully discussed at 
the group meeting. at which it was hoped 
Professor C. E. M. Joad would be in the 
chair. 

At next month’s group meeting Charles 


Cartoon Tableau 


A tableau based on the cartoon by 
E. E. Briscoe, "The Two Ways— 
Which ?" originally published ix Peace 
News, was entered by the Eamonton 
PPU group in a local carnival. 

Three heroes of the group stood for 
over three hours, their shoulders bowed 
by heavy sac«s full of “ armaments," 
regarding a signpost which oointed in one 
direction to War and Chaos, anc in the 
other to the Van Zeeland Report and 
Peace. 

Following up the good impression 
made on large crowds, other members 
distributed leaflets and Manifestos. 

The scene was presented on a motor 
van which a local merchant was good 
enough to lend the group. (Other 
groups should note that the scenery and 
2ffects may be borrowed for their own 
use; write to Ronald F. Phillips, [6 
Middleham Road, Edmonton, N.18). 


Madge will speak on Mass-Observation. the 
experiment in sociological science which 
pacifists are finding of interest 


NORTH 
Cumberland 
t 


ITH a population of over 3.000. 
Aspatria, near Carlisle, has so far en- 
rolled only one volunteer for air raid pre- 
cautions, and he is a local first-aid man. 
Reporting this at a meeting of the Parish 
Council, Mr. E. G. Easterbrook said it was 
a pity they could not have more interest 
because they would shortly be asked to do 
some work in arranging for the storage of 
gas masks. 
“Tt is time we were dcing something.” he 
added. His remark applies also to paci- 
fists: in their case. however, they are on 
the job already ; Carlisle members are in 
!touch with people in Aspatria, and it is 
hoped to start a PPU branch there this 
autumn. 


SCOTLAND 
| Troon 


THE usual open-air reeting was held on 
the short during the afternoon on Sun- 
day of last week. 

Mr. A. H. Turnbull, of Falkirk, was in 
the chair, and the speakers were J. D. 
MacLean. Regional Leader for Scotland, 
and Mrs. Sybil White. of Kilmarnock. 

Scveral people were at the PPU pitch 
specially to hear the speakers: some sup- 
porting our “olicy, others hostile to it. but 
all interested. Questions took up a great 
deal of time after the talks, the discussion 
being most interesting and. again, occasion- 
ally quite heated. Unfortunately, the 
weather will soon bring these meetings to 
an end, but plans fo: the winter pro- 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
WHAT IT IS 


geet Peace Pledge Union wel- 
comes within its ranks all 
those who accept the ~acifist doc- 
trine no matter what their method 
of approach. 

The activities of the Union are 
not confined to the comparatively 
negative activity of registering the 
names of those who are in opposi- 
tion to war, but include the 
organizing of constructive work 
for peace. 

Copy out on a post-card 
this pledge: — 
I renounce war and { will 
hever support or sanction 
another. 
Sign your name and address and 
send it to:— 
THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
96 Regent Street, W.1 
who will be pleased to answer any 
questions. 


gramme are proceeding, and it is hoped to 
hold the following meetings: 

October: Glasgow University Rectorial meet- 
ing. Given a well-known speaker, this should be 
a good beginning and increase chances of success 
throughout the winter. 

November 6; Dick Sheppard Memorial meet- 
ing. with Dick Sheppard film and record. 

December: Peace play by well-known players. 
Perhaps also a dance. 

January: A public debate between J. D. 
MacLean and a local minister. 

February: Anti-war film show. 

March: A national speaker. 

In the meantime, group meetings, distri- 
bution of literature and selling of Peace 
News continue. It is hoped also to have 


more poster parades. Active members are 


very few. 
WALES 
Among the latest developments has been 
the publication of the following literature 
in Welsh : 


1. Translation of the Manifesto (1s. per 100 
or 7s. 6d. per 1.000, post free). 

2. An explanatory leaflet, Heddychwur Cymru 
(6d. per 100, 5s per 1.000, plus postage). 

3. A Welsh poster—wording below (2d. each, 
plus postage). 

4. Official notepaper (1s. 
quantities will be quoted for). 

The wording of the poster is as follows:— 


PA GYMRU A FYNNWCH 


per 100; larger 


Cas Cariad 
Ymlada Ymroddi 
Marw Mwynder 
Rhwyg Rheswm 
Uffern e Undeb 


3s am heddwch ymunweh 4 
HEDDYCHWYR CYMRU 
In additio’. the Merionethshire Section 
of the Welsh Congregational Pacifist 
Groups has four posters, whose distribution 
is ncw in the hands of the Welsh National 
Council, costing 23d. each, plus postage. 


Essential Points in the 


P.P.U. Manifesto 


TT HE PEACE PLEDGE UNION, 

founded by Dick Sheppard on 
the basis of the pledge “ We re- 
nounce war and will never sup- 
port or sanction another,” makes 
this appeal to all who seek peace 
within and between the nations: — 


The pledge to renounce war, in- 
volving as it does the refusal to 
allow governments to make use of 
the weapons of violence in support 
of foreign policy, leads inevitably 
to the necessity for a new foreign 
policy, based on econ»aiec appease- 
ment and reconciliation. 


The most pressing need Is to take 
immediate steps which will lead 
ultimately to the establishment of 
a really serviceable League of 
Nations. The new League must be 
based on provisions designed to 
meet the economic requirements of 
the large masses of poverty- 
stricken people to be found in vary- 
ing degree among all nations of 
the earth. The satisfaction and 
security of each and every nation 
must, be. and can be, obtained in 
the well-being of all. 


NOW IS THE TIME 


when every democrat should 
concentrate upon, and call his gov- 
ernment to confront, the real and 
pressing economic needs of the 
people of the world. The main- 
tenance of imperial interest and 
economic advantage for ourselves 
literally means that we are living 
at the expense of the people of 
other countries. 


The Van Zeeland Report has been 
drawn by a statesman appointed 
by the Governments o: Britain and 
France to consider the economic 
and political causes of friction in 


the world. M. van Zeeland’s con- 
clusions should be investigated at 
once. They may be modified. He 
provided for that. When the causes 
sre faced, a solution, which could 
meet the needs of hungry nations, 
raise the general standard of life, 
and secure the rights of native 
peoples, will be found possible in 
other terms than those of war 


We uree that a uew peace ‘reaty 
should be drawn up, this time be- 
fore another war begins, instead 
of after it. 


Copies of the full Manifesto are 
obtainable from the Peace Pledge 
Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 


ro 
! 


September 17, 1938 


BESOM 


“LIAVE we a phrase that gives the key- | ot 


note of our policy, something like 


PEACE 


NEWS 


‘Communism is Twentieth-Century Ameri-! “~<4 j 
canism,’ which is being popularized by the! 2, ~ 


Communist Party of the USA?” 
On reading this plea in the Daily Worker | 
1 decided to be helpful (like every good | 
pacifist). I read through Das Kapital again: 
then I read Letters from Lenin; but could 
think of no phrase containing “the key- 
note” of their contents. | 
Then I remembered the statement I 
quoted previously that the entire Sovict 
people would “ rise to defend the Mother- 
land from attack.” 
What about this for a keynote? :— 
COMMUNISM THE BULWARK 
OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


THESE MORTALS 


Howard Bradley, of Bromley, sends me 
the following verses inspired by the 
Maginot Line—that great steel wall with 
which the French help to keep up the 


Unfree OB Bo 
Protest 


A meeting held at Caxton Hall last 
night, reported the Daily HeraJd cit 
Saturday, to protest against the Inter- 
national Freethinkers’ Congress in 
London ended in a noisy anti-Jewish 
demonstration. 

When the chairman, Lord Glasgow, 
refused to accept an amendment 
blaming the Jews for the conference, 
there were cries of “Down with the 
Jews.” Excited members of the audi- 
ence rose at the salute, shouting “Heil 
Hitler.” 

Anyhow, they did show they were 
against free thought. 


Tsou eoarearcaacuarecesusceresEceroeureeDoLESesnesesenusnesese® 


COMAPTATOAERSTHARORLARIETESTOCTTASCAATOSLPHAAASTSSHSSSARTSTEAeonAs Beene 


grand old joke of frontiers, source of so 
much fun in Europe in the past: 


Dig deep, ye fools, dig deeper yct 
Your comfortable graves! 

The other fools are digging too, 
Poor, fascinated slaves. 


The wireworm and the maggot laugh 
Within their fragile hovels, 

For they to winged life will rise, 
But man-grub downward grovels, 


Down in his funk-hole dismal man 
Awaits the great damnation, 

While moths and crickets, fowl and flies 
Chant songs of procreation. 


Lift up your heads, your muckrakes drop 
And leave your dunghill snouting, 

Laugh clear of madness, brothers cll, 
With merry voices shouting. 


CRIME WAVE 
George Tiller, a rag and bone dealer, of Ward 
Road, Stratford, E., was fined 10s. at Bromley, 
Kent, yesterday, for delivering a goldfish to a 
person uncer 14. 
—Daily Telegraph. 
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| 
| Peradventures of “Peace News’—No. 5 
| 


PEACE NEWS saves the situation. 
Drawn by E. E. BRISCOE. 


Letter fiem 


17 Featherstone Buildings, 
London, W.C.1. 


THE seventeen-year-old author of our 

leader-page article last week, TERENCE 
LancasSTER, recently became a reporter on 
a typical small-town newspaper—having 
“managed to avoid being turned into a 
schoolmaster.” 

He tells me that “like everybody who 
has ever had his essays praised at school,” 
he hopes one day to “write something.” 
As to his work for peace, he adds: 

1 read rather a lot, my favourite authors 
being Aldous Huxley, John Dos Passos, and 
C. E. M. Jcad. I became a pacifist just over 
two years ago, when, having been very much 
impressed by the Dorchester peace rally, I 
read The Power of Non-Violence and 
Siegfricd Sassoon’s Selected Poems in quick 
succession. 

Il took part in the recent London-Cartisle 
Manifesto tour, and am at piesent devoting 
all my energies to reviving an apparently 
still-born group. 


Censorship Again 


you may remember that many months 

ago, when the first ARP drive was 
under way, a local newspaper in the South 
of England refused to print the views of 
pacifists on ARP, considering that such 
views were dangerous. 

Another case of open suppression has 
now occurred. 

Gorpon E. Turner, leader of the Muswell 
Hill group of the Peace Pledge Union, sends 
me some cuttings from the Hornsey 
Journal. On August 17 that newspaper 
admitted that 

many letters we have reccived from members 

ot the Peace Pledge Union have not been 

published, because we believe the adoption 


nationally of the opinions of the union would 
inevitably lead to war. 


After admitting the sincerity of pacifists, 


A view of Dartington Hall, where the Peace Pledge Union's Devon Rally will be held on 
Saturday (see announcement under " Notice Board,” page 12) 


the Edite 


the paper said “ the question has been dis- 
cussed in our correspondence columns and 
it will not be reopened.” 


The article naturally brought letters of 
protest, four of which were printed the fol- 
lowing week, with a footnote to the effect 
that turther letters would not be published. 


A leading article, again based on the 
“national interest” argument, again re- 
fused to allow correspondence columns to 
be used for what were called * propaganda 
purposes.” 


Censors Want Freedom ! 


STRANGELY enough, after this open 

suppression, the same newspaper, on 
August 26, in a leading article on the 
Official Secrets Act, and other threats to 
freedom, declared the freedom of the press 
to be “a matter of extreme importance to 
the proper conduct of public affairs.” 


Gorpon Turner took advantage of this 
to point out that the paper must accord 
freedom to others if it wants freedom for 
itself. The newspaper’s latest reference to 
the matter, which appeared last Friday, was 
a plea that even if there was a ban, it was 
only a little one—communism, fascism. and 
pacifism. The first two, it said, were 
destructive of liberty. while pacifism was 
dangerous. 


Where it was Welcomed 
ON the other hand from an Edinburgh 


Twenty-One Years 
Ago 


Fron the New Crusader, 


September 21, 1917 


TT is so easy for the valiant tongue- 

fighters to sit snugly in their homes, 
and talk bravely of fighting to the last man, 
and deride discussicns of peace. To the 
man who is hourly enduring hell, peace 
brings the end of his agony. Do you think 
that he does not ponder and discuss the 
possible terms which may achieve the aims 
with which he went to fight. and bring the 
hideous suffering to a close? 


He is fac2 to face with the ghastly real- 
ities; there are no illusions for him in 
war; he does not prate of going over the 
top with a “light heart and staring eyes”; 
there is nothing of hell hidden from him; 
the end is his one desire, the end which 
justifies his suffering and his agonies, the 
blood, the lice. the stench, the unspeak- 
able filth. 


He discusses war aims, and with every 
right he demands passionately a definite 
statement of the irreducible minimum, for 
such a statement bring peace nearer. 


Let us hear no more of the stupid state 
ment that to discuss peace is to “let down 
the men in the trenches.” It is a shameful 
lie. And let our Ministers and their elderly 
pellicose audiences remember that when 
next a speech is made on war aims, the 
nation wants no more vague rhetoric, 
punctuated with “Laughter” and “Loud 
laught2r.” This is no moment for laugh- 
ter, when the peoples of the world are 
drowning in tears and blood. 


We are in the fourth year of war. Mil- 
lions are dead, millions are to die, and the 
end is not in sight. The whole world is 
sick of blood and slaughter, tired of windy 
phrases from the politicians. The day of 
illusions is past; let us get down to actual- 
ities. Let us attempt at least to arrive at 
truth and sanity. How are we to do this? 


H. DENNIS BRADLEY. 


Ts tt in Vain? 


6,000 ex-Service men driven insane 
by the Great War are slill alive 
in Great Britain) 


Is it in vain that ye have suffered tirus 

These twenty years, since your great 
sacrifice 

Upon the bloody altar of fierce Mars? 

Ye six remaining thousands of the nine, 

Whose brains were branded deep with 
War’s imprint, 

So that each day ye live again through all 

The ghastly horrors of the battlefield, 

Has Man learnt nothing then from all your 
pain? 

Is he still dazzled by War's lustful glare, 


reader, W. A. Mackay, comes a tale of | Nor yet can sce the purer light of Peace? 


good work done through a provincial news- 
paper. 

Mr. Mackay sends me_ three leading 
articles from John O’Groats Jcurnal, deal- 
ing with the need to organize the people of 
the world for peace. These articles poin- 
ted out that the people of the world want 
peace; and that even if collective security 
could be achieved through a re-formed 
League of Nations (which seemed highly 
improbable), it would still be based ulti- 
mately on force. 


The interesting thing about these articles 
is that only last year the editor of the paper 
in question, to whom Mr. Mackay has 
often sent articles on pacifism, told Mr. 
Mackay he did not see what good such views 
would have, when what was needed was a 
strong, united Britain. This year Mr. 
Mackay received a very friendly letter say- 
ing that his contributions were “ always 
welcome,” although the editor didn't see 
eye to eye on the whole of the peace ques- 
tion. 

As a further example the change in the 
editor’s attitude, Mr. Mackay tells me that 
when he sent in his first contribution the 
editor asked from what “sinister sources ” 
pacifism emanated, 


It Pays to Advertise 


SOMEONE has just sent to mean amusing 

article from The Veseyan (the maga- 
zine of Bishop Vesey School, Sutton Cold- 
field), dealing with two poster parades held 
to advertise the visit to Sutton of the late 
Dr. Sheppard, and the showing of the film 


While still ye linger on, shall Man permit 
Again the mad barbaric race in arms 
Which must but lead to war? Is it in vain 


That ye have suffered worse than death— 
for Peace? 


Sydney George Conbeer 


Kameradschaft in Erdington. 


At a time when many of my readers are 
showing interest in the question of the 
effectiveness of poster parades, I am sure 
the following quotations will be useful. 


The passers-by were equally surprised and 
interested to see obviously “respectable” 
Feople carrying sandwich-boards along the 
main street. As we walked, the stir of 
interested heads turning to watch our 
approach could be seen preceding us like a 
tidal wave. All, whether politely zloof or 
curiously interested or respectably scornfu?, 
were equally anxious to read what was 
written on the posters we bore. 


Whoever first devised the sandwich-board 
was an excellent psychologist. for the zeal of 
all not to miss anything was remarkable. 
After a time the experience of watching heads 
turn, some furtively, some shamefacedly, some 
eagerly, some puzzled, began to pall; but the 
efforts of the shy to avoid looking us in the 
eye was always amusing, as were the tactics 
of those who stared into thin air as we passed 
and then swung round to steal an unobtrusive 
Blance. 


Experience has taught us that there is no 
one untouched by this plague. If we had 
carried boards draped in black-eloth or 
perfectly blank we would certainly have had 
people eager to lift the cloth or treat the blank 
poster wit: chemicals for invisible ink. 
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Group Notes 


By John Barclay 


THE LESSON OF THE 
CRISIS 


Y notes this week must of necessity 

have no relation to the international 
situation, as I have to write them on Mon- 
day to appear on Saturday, and between 
now and then so much may have happened. 


But this much can be said, that what- 
ever Hitler says this afternoon the pacifist 
has only one answer to make, that he will 
refuse to cooperate in a war either to save 
Czechoslovakia or to help France to save 
herself. 


War in either case will only make mat- 
ters a thousand times worse and will, in 
fact, settle nothing. There is much that 
can be done to inform the public by every 
means in our power that only by refusal to 
use the war method can the situation be 
eased. 


I was criticized by more than one Group 
Leader for my statement last week that 
public meetings held every week by every 


A Member writes on 


Spiritualist Speakers 


Of late I have had inquiries for PPU or 
pacifist speakers who are also Spiritualists. 


Would readers who are able to give plat- 
form addresses kindly communicate with 
me, giving date and some idea of the re- 
muneration required to cover travelling 
expenses, &c.? 


Instead of waiting for inquiries a better 
method would be to publish a leaflet con- 
taining necessary information. This would 
be sent to spiritualist societies and 
churches. 


Donations toward this ‘scheme would 
bring it into being. 
RALPH WALTON 
(Hon. Organizer, Spiritualist Pacifists). 


67 Farleigh Road, Stoke Newington, London, 
N.16. 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION, 96 Regent St., London, w.: 


NO, SIR! 


The Leaflet you're tired of seeing 
on your shelf—Somebody never 


saw it or even heard of us— 
AND WHY? Because YOU 
LEFT IT ON THE SHELF 


; 
: 
OUT OF DATE? 
; 


: " IF YOU WANT TO BE 


6°- per 100 


yi 
4/- per 1000 
be 


This is a clever and humorous illustrated leaflet, 


being very short, whilst be’ng printed one side only, 


the reverse can be used for local announcements 


: with a clear invitation, and has the advantage of 


group would double our membership in 
three months. Eight hundred meetings in 
a week would result in a great deal of pub- 
licity and from this united effort would 
come the influx I spoke of. 


There are so many people waiting for in- 
formation of a definite character to do with 
the organized pacifist movement, who are 
at present ignorant of it. If these people 
could be contacted we should obtain their 
support. 

The members are steadily coming in 
and it needs a united effort to turn this 
steady flow into a torrent. Too many of 
us only act at a time of crisis. It is the 
day-by-day relentless pressure kept up by 
thousands of devoted individuals that 
counts the most, 


Put it another way: suppose each one of 
us believed that if we made a new member 
each week we should receive £1,000 re- 
ward, the efforts we should make would be 
considerably increased. What we have to 
realize is the urgency of making this effort 
now in order to get people to declare their 
opposition to war before it breaks out. 
Only by such a declaration of a large nature 
can war be averted, now or in the future. 

* * . 


The other point which aroused ironic 
comment was the heading of the paragraph: 
“Let us re-double our efforts.” This, 
again. is possible if in the past one’s efforts 
have been partial or limited. 


I am always finding that when I have 
come to the end of my maximum effort, 
there is a reserve of energy still untapped. 
Efforts, both mental and physical, are’ re- 
quired of us now to the limit of our ability. 
Think it over! 

* * * 


It is hoped to open shortly a Dick 
Sheppard centre and shop at Hanwell, and 
T. G. Richards, the group organizer, wishes 
to run a communal centre in conjunction 
with it. Anyone interested should write to 
him at 64 Church Road, W.7. 


The Noti 


PPU open-air meetings every Sunday at 


ce Board 


Cambridge. — Write to Austin Davies, 28 


6.30 p.m. on Whitfields Mount, Blackheath, near } Malcolm Strect, Cambridge. 


Cricket Pitch, 

Members attending Devon rally, September 24, 
notify E. C. Maddax, 39 Manor Road, Newton 
Abbot, not later than Monday. Meet friends 
from Somerset, Cornwall, Devon. Tea, ls. per 
Read; tour of estate; social evening. 

Herne Hill group will meet on and after 
September 19 in the Baptist Church Hall on 
Mondays at 8 p.m. 


Groups are invited to send names and 
addresses of people (pacifists or others) within 
easy reach of the City, who might be persuaded 
to attend a meeting addressed by Lord Ponsonby, 
George Lansbury, and Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence on 
October 25, to City PPU Group, 13 Paternoster 
Row, E.C.4. Volunteers to act as stewards should 
present themselves at the Memorial Hall, Far- 
ringdon Street (near Ludgate Circus). 


Romford group now holds open-air meetings 
every Tuesday at 8 p.m. in the Romford Market 
Place. 


Open-air m2etings every Friday at 8.15 p.m. 
in Kings Square, Barry. Also in Llandaff Fields, 
Cardiff at 8 p.m. on Sundays. 


Hull. —Open-air meetings cvery Wednesday, 
8 p.m., at West Park Gates. 


Open-air meetings are now held on Clapham 
Common (3 p.m.) and Streatham Common 
(€.30 p.m.) Arranged between Streatham, 
Battersea and Wandsworth groups. ' 


“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 


Sheffield.—Write to Geoffrey Pickup, 24 
Stanley Road, Sheffield, 8. 


Glasgow.—Every Saturday from 8 p.m., outside | 
Regal. Write R. Speirs, 173 Thomson Street, ! 
Glasgow, 1. j 


Two hundred volunteers needed for mass 
selling in the West End cn October 8. Further 
details later. | 


Leeds.—Every Saturday afternoon. Also 
house-to-house selling at any convenient time. 
Write J. Michael Rosenblum, 4 Grange Terrace, 
Chapeltown, Leeds, 7. 

Bexley Heath.—At Clock Tower every Friday 
at 7 p.m. Write to Donald Port, 143 Singlewell 
Road, Gravesend. | 


Letchworth. — Volunteers for street selling 
wanted on Saturdays between 3 and 5 p.m. and 
5 and 7 p.m. Also on Sundays outside churches. 
Please give details and times to J. Yardley, 49 
Willian Way, Letchworth. 


Bristol.—Every Saturday between 2.30 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. Write John Bamford, 24 Bromley 
Road, Horfield, Bristol, 7. 

Blackheath. — Outside Roxy Cinema from 
5 p.m. on Saturdays. 


Harborne.—Every Friday and Saturday. Write 
S. G. White, 46 Wheats Avenue, Harborne, | 
Birmingham. | 


Tunbridge Wells.—Write to Maurice Cransby, 
4, Mount Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells. 


Poster Parades 


All-women parades tonight (Saturday) from 
96 Regent Street at 6.45 p.m. and 8.45 p.m. 

Richmond.—Volunteers required to advertise 
public meeting on Octoder 4 each evening during 
the preceding week. Any members able to help 
on one or more evenings write to G. D. Piper, 
97 Sandycombe Road, Richmond, Surrey. 


Miscellaneous 


PPU members on holiday or resident in Leven 
district and willing to help in propaganda work, 
please write to Miss M. Simpson, * The Square,” 
Kenoway, Fife. 

Those visiting Ayrshire district please inform 
Miss Jean Brock, 54, Barassie Street, Troon 
(tel 634), or Mrs. Sybil White, 71 London Road, 
Kilmarnock. 

Bournemouth group is arranging two parties 
for members and friends to visit the Pavilion on 
September 29, at 8 p.m., and October 1, at 8 p.m., 
to see Idiot’s Delight. Those wishing to join 
either party should send their names as soon 
as possible to Mrs. W. Laurie, 12, Hampshire 
Court, The Square, Bournemouth, stating which 
night they prefer. Seats 1s. 6d. 

Basque Children’s Foster-Parents.—A limited 
number of seats are available on a coach leaving 
96 Regent Street on Saturday, September 24, at 
11 a.m., to visit Basque House. Return fare, 4s. 
If you would like to join our party, will you 
write at once to reserve seats? Your letter will 
be acknowledged by return of post. 


Reprints are being taken of a series of notes on 
“ World Relationships ” which will appear in the 
Lancashire and Cheshire supplement to One and 
All during the next eight months by arrangement 
with the Northern Friends’ Peace Board. The 
writers in the series will include Ruth Fry, Mar- 
garet Happold, Edith M. Pye, Helen G. Thomp- 
son, and E. St. John Catchpool, and it is believed 
the notes will form a valuable basis for study 
groups. Reprints will be obtainable (price 6d.) 
from the Northern Friends’ Peace Board, Spring 
Bank, Rawdon, near Leeds. 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


New Signatures to the 
Peace Pledge— 


Will Group Leaders receiving 
these please check that they are 


LEGIBLE and COMPLETE 


before passing them on to 
Headquarters ? 


Phone: REGENT 2843 


“Fhings we want you te know” 


September 


A REMINDER 


‘'Let us Honour Peace ' 


Written by a schoolmaster, a lawyer, 


(both by Canon Sheppard) 


"We Did Not Fight" 


(1914-18 experiences of War Resisters) 
A most interesting and informative 


book 3/6 


"The Roots of Pease" 
By H. M. Swanwick 


PRICES DO NOT 


FIT" 


POSTERS” - 
LEAFLETS 


WE HAVE IN STOCK (among many others) | 
THE FOLLOWING BOOKS :— 


a doctor, and a clergyman 3/6 


"More Sheppard's Pie" 3/6 
"The Human Parson" 2/6 


Sequel to “Collective Insecurity ™ 3/6 


17th, 1938 


"Ends & Means" 
Aldous Huxley 


A book to be read—re-read and 
thought about 8/6 


t 
"War and Democracy ™ 


Essays on the causes and prevention 


of War 10/6 


" Challenge of ihe East" 
By Dorothy Hogg 


A vivid picture of Japan, India, and 
China 3/6 


INCLUDE POSTAGE 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
MANIFESTO BY 


The display and distribution of these should be the 
subject of a specially organized effort in every area 


= 2d. each 


1/- 100, 7/- 1000 


Price 2 


FOR YOUR NEXT PUBLIC 


"THE PEACE 
YEAR BOOK " 


CONTAINS INFORMATION 
FOR SPEAKERS AND OTHERS 
WHO DESIRE FULLER 
KNOWLEDGE 


Incidentally, it's very encouraging 


PRICE 2/ 


Postage 4d. 


MEETING 
Gramophone 


A 12” RECORD 


on which Dick Sheppard 
tells the Story of the 
Peace Pledge Union 


/6 Post and packing 9d. extra 


Dear Sit... 


PROBLEMS OF THE 


BY an astonishing error in your issue of 
September 3 you ascribed to Ben 
Greene, a prospective Labour candidate 
for South West Hull, an anti-working-class 
article by a writer of the same name. 

I think in fairness to the Labour Party, 
no less than to Mr. Greene, you should 
make it clear in your next issue that no 
Labour candidate, and no one subscribing 
to the programme of the Labour Party, 
could possibly be the author of this Daily 
Mail effusion. 

This, however, is incidental to my main 
purpose, which is to ask you to print a 
correction of a number of mis-statements 
scattered throughout the article. 

To take first of all straight matters of 
fact, it is not true that in relation to the 
Communist Party “ we hear a great deal of 
the need for class collaboration.” 

Secondly, it is not true that “the Com- 
munist Party is controlled and financed by 
Russian communism.” 

Thirdly, it is not true (apart from being 
inconsistent with the writer’s Daily Mail 
outlook) to say “ communism in Russia and 
nazism in Germany mean practically one 
and the same thing.” 

Apart from reckless mis-statements, of 
which these are samples, the article is re- 
markable for its omission of any condem- 
nation of the National Government (the 
only mention of Chamberlain implies sup- 
port of him), while it cavalierly refers to 
the horrors of war in Spain and China as 
something that is being “ exploited,” if you 
please, by the Communist Party. 

Does the writer support Chamberlain's 
foreign policy? Does he think that the 
sufferings of the Spanish and Chinese 
people, not to speak of the death of over 
350 men from this country in the Inter- 
national Brigade, are the occasion for cheap 
remarks ? 

If so, the only conclusion possible is that 
one of the hacks of the Daily Mail has 
secured publication in Peace News of an 
article which his usual masters would not 
print, even though he carefully inserted 
jn it the Northcliffe nonsense about “ the 
age-old Slav-Teutonic antagonism,” as well 
as the ‘“cock-and-bull” story of the 
millionaire Deterding’s, that “(an indepen- 
dent Georgia ” (dependent on the oil-kings) 
was “annexed” by the USSR. 

R. PAGE ARNOT 
The Communist Party of Great Britain, 

16 King Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2. 

**s We made no error in our description of the 
author of the article —Ed. 


I was amazed at the violent attack by Ben 
Greene on the USSR in your issue of Sept- 
ember 3, and was hoping that the matter 
would be taken up by a more able pen than 
mine. But as the only comment in this 
-week’s Peace News is Mr. Davies’s further 
virulent attack I think it necessary to point 
out that: 

1. The Russian revolution of 1917 took place 


mainly to secure peace, and that the USSR has 
stuck to this policy ever since. 

2 The Communist Party and Daily Worker 
have offered to the Labour Party an opportunity 
to inspect their books in order to prove that the 
suggestion of a Soviet subsidy is a complete 
slander. 

3. When one identifies the “ Dictatorship of 
the Proletariat” (an unfortunate phrase) with 
fascist dictatorships he shows himself an incap- 
able thinker or a dishonest controversialist. 

4. The USSR has, and fascist countries have 
not (a) succeeded in abolishing crises and ob- 
taining a cteadily rising standard of life; (b) 
reduced the working day to seven hours, and 
Riven at least two weeks holiday with pay to all 
workers; (c) made university education avail- 
able to all with pay for the students. 

5. Finally it must be evident to every dis- 
interested thinker that the root cause of practi- 
cally all wars is capitalism, and until pacifists 
face up to this fact and take as their motto 
“capitalism must go,’ they are largely ploughing 
the sand. i 

H. A. OAKESHOTT. 

33 Birdhurst Rise, South Croydon. 


Mr. Greene is prepared to go to incredible 
Jengths in order to bring the Communist 
Party into contempt. For example, he 
derides the slogan “ Chamberlain must go” 
which was first put forward by the com- 
munists and has now been taken up by the 
whole Labour movement. Mr. Greene is a 
prospective Labour candidate and it would 
be interesting to learn what his position js 
on this issue: does he want Chamberlain 
to g0, or does he want Chamberlain to stay? 

Mr. Greene seems to think it extraordin- 
ary and unfortunate that the Communist 
Party of this country should support the 
Soviet Union. The Communist Party of 
Great Britain and the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union are both-sections of the 
Ccmmunist International and it is, there- 
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fore, not surprising that their policies 
should be in harmony. The Communist 
Parties of the various countries work in 
the interests of the common people and as 
all peace lovers ought to know, the inter- 
ests of the common people are the same the 
world over. 

~ To Mr. Greene this means that we 
British communists are the tools of Mos- 
cow. A most superficial study of the 
activities of the Communist Party of Great 
Eritain will reveal that we recognize our 
first duty to be to the British people, and 
that we are second to none in our efforts 
to improve their conditions. 

And what is there wrong with the Soviet 
Union’s foreign policy that we should not 
proudly support it? 

The foreign policy of the Soviet Union 
should be an object lesson to all sincere 
peace lovers. Before the war, Tsarist 
Russia was an imperialist Power, con- 
stantly striving to expand. Russia emerged 
from the war stripped of large and import- 
ant territories. Therefore we might ex- 
pect to find her today among the “dis- 
satisfied” Powers, clamouring for the re- 
turn of her former territories. 


But we find that Russia is not an imperi- 
alist Power ; on the contrary, her peaceful 
foreign policy is a glowing example to the 
rest of the world. The reason is that 
Russia is a socialist country, whose people 
are busily engaged in building up their 
cwn welfare. . 


It is true that the Soviet Union has a 
vast army, but the Soviet Union wants 
peace because it has nothing to gain from 
war and everything to lose, whereas for 
the fascist countries war is an ultimate 
necessity. As Marshal Voroshiloff put it: 


We are proud of our army, its military 
training, its splendid equipment, but without 
hesitation we would send this army back to 
the factories and the collective farmfields, we 
would disarm it completely if the capitalist 
countries would accept our disarmament pro- 
posals. 


Mr. Greene says that the differences be 
tween Russia and Germany today are 
racial differences, which spring from an 
“age-old Slav-Teutonic antagonism.” If 
this Slav-Teutonic antagonism is as funda- 
mental as Mr. Greene makes it out to be, 
it is surely remarkable that Slav and 
Teuton live and work peaceably together 
in the Soviet Union. 


B. M. STERLING. 
Muswell Hill. 


Does Mr. Greene really believe that Chamber- 
lain is not the chief enemy of peace and demo- 
cracy in this country; and how can he say with 
truth that the Communist Party is the instru- 
ment of “ Russian power politics?” 

It is true that by the principles of democratic 
centralism the Communist Party of Great 
Britain is bound by the decisions of Commin- 
tern; it is equally true that it helps to make 
these decisions. Commintern headquarters are 
in Russia simply because no other State would 
let them work in peace. 

That communists should show gratitude for 
this sanctuary and sympathy toward the first 
socialist country in the world, is not surprising. 
What I find surprising is the lack of sympathy 
of other socialists. 

To say that the Communist Party is in 
nothing progressive is absurd, to say that 
“Russia proclaims class,” whatever that may 
mcan, 1s true if it is intended to signify that 
sccialism was achieved there through the class 
struggle. 

The Marxist view of “class™ is to realize 
its existence, to accentuate class distinctions in 
erder to use them in the process of abolishing 
“class” altogether. 

The foundation of the classless society is in 
Russia as it is in no other country; therefore, 
and despite Comrade Greene, I give my willing 
allegiance to the Soviet Union and the world 
to come. 


DAVID W. SMITH. 
4 St. Winifred’s Road, Teddington, Middlesex. 


Ben Greene in his article in your issue 
of September 3 has, I consider, rendered a 
signal service -to the whole peace move- 
ment. 


In our own local peace council time and 
energy in no small measure are dissipated 
in profittess disputations with our com- 
munist friends on matters which relate to 
their own party policy and propaganda 
and have no reference to constructive 
peace-making. 


It is, of course, for each council to face 
up to its own problems in this particular 
connexion. J understand that in some dis- 


tricts the Peace Pledge Union has found 
attempted cooperation useless and has 
withdrawn its delegates. 

What might be wise in one case, how- 
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ever, would perhaps fail to meet the needs 
of another. In any event, a merely 
separatist attitude will get us nowhere: a 
positive policy is needed—wisely con- 
ceived and energetically pursued. 


Essentially pacifist organizations, such 
as the PPU, are doubtless, largely immune 
from subtle permeation or exploitation, 
although by no means from direct attack. 


It serves no useful purpo:e, hcwever, to 
resent the increasing oppssition of the 
communists. Terribly misguided we know 
them to be, but they are very much in earn- 
est and are amazingly well equipped for 
their task. 


What is urgently needed is that pacifists, 
in addition to their solid conviction and 
undoubted enthusiasm, should be well 
acquainted with facts, possess a reliable 
knowledge of modern history, and be in- 
structed in a sound political programme 
capable of being translated into practicable 
policies under a pacifist regime. 


Only on such terrns can we ever hope 
succéssfully to contend with our commun- 
ist friends, and only thus equipped shall 
we be able to gain to the pacifist ranks 
that large body of progressively-minded 
folk, who are sympathetically disposed to 
pacifism, but are not yet convinced of its 
practicability. 

1 am wondering if it is possible for some- 
th.ng to be done in the direction of estab- 
lishing a PPU research department for the 
purpose of collecting and disseminating 
just that sort of well-authenticated infor- 
mation of which so many of us stand in 
sore need, and concerning itself with the 
formulation of a sound and practicable 
political expression of our pacifist faith. It 
would, I venture to think, give a new im- 
petus to the whole peace movement and 
make possible far-reaching developments. 


“Knowledge is power” but research 
departments cost money. Perhaps some of 
us expect rather much in return for our 
small subscriptions. 

W. F. FLAWN. 

Madingley, 47 Lytton Avenue, Letchworth. 


ENDS ARE MEANS 


I must apologize for havinz made no reply be- 
fore to the two letters about my review of Dz. 
Shelvankar's Ends Are Means. I have been on 
holiday abroad and out of touch with Peace 
News. 

In reply to David Roberts (Peace News, 
August 20), may I point out that I did not say 
“ends are means.’ That was Dr. Shelvankar's 
title. and Mr. Roberts's step by step argument 
from it is not for me to answer. The point which 
it does seem to me he has overlooked is that 
reans and ends are not things that one finds 
lying about the place like oranges and apples: 
the words indicate simply a rather abstract way 
of dividing up a problem for purpose of dis- 
cussion. 

lt may be a helpful way, but it may also be 
misleading. I have, say, a certain amount of 
mcney now. I am rigidly economical and use 
it as the basis of a huge fortune. Money 
apparently is being used to make money; which 
contradicts my thesis that “the essence of any 
activity that is called a means is that it does 
not contain what it is meant to achieve.” 

But, in fact, money is only a deceptive token. 
What I am really doing is to surrender present 
comfort for future comfort or future power— 
probably the latter if I have the genuine urge 
tu money-making. 

Or even If Mr. Roberts should retort that I 
am using present power to get greater power, 
I would still say that the ‘particular brand of 
pewer I am seeking is not at my disposal today, 
or I should not be seeking it. 

I think the whole point is one of distinguishing 
-tetween the general words and the actual things 
they stand for in any particular use. 

Mr. Southgate’s (Peace News, August 6) 
criticism is more difficult to answer. When I 
wrote that “what can be attained from an 
individual, apart from social progress, cannot 
be a dynamic for social progress,” I was imply- 
ing opinions that I had not room to state fully. 
That often happens in book reviews. What I 
meant, and it is an opinion from which others 
may well differ, is that I do not believe in pure 
altruistic charity as a social dynamic. 

Nor, to make things clear, do | believe that 
all action is egoistic. Community life seems to 
me to produce at its best perfectly natural think- 
ing in terms of a group. I should say, for 
instance, that for a nusband to be continually 
thinking of his wife's good is as undesirable 
as for him continually to be thinking of his own. 
In any reasonably well integrated social group 
“our good” has a perfectly practical meaning, 
and I should say the best social thinking is done 
in such a context. 

Why I ventured to criticize Huxley was be- 
cause he scems in several places to suggest that 
social progress would come simply as a bye- 
product of the cultivation of the non-attached 
self—which is a self cultivation even if aimed 
at scllessness. 

Moral self-cultivation may produce good in- 
tentions toward others, but it is less likely to 
produce creative thinking about society. The 
spirit is willing but the intelligence is out of 
social practice. 

To take an obvious example, people who look 
for a heaven after death, and believe that salva- 
tion is an individual matter, have often con- 
tracted out of earthly society. Socialists who 
want an earthly paradise are forced to try to 
take other people along with them. My attitude 
is earthly. 


A. C. STANILAND. 
_ 108 Guilford Street, London, W.C.1. 
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Oxford Group 


Movement and War 


HAT is the attitude of the Oxford 
Group Movement toward war? 
All the speakers at the World Assembly 
at Interlaken appear to evade this vital 
issue. 


The founder of the Movement® (Dr. 
Buchman) said: 

If moral rearmament is a reality then the 
maintaining of prestige need no longer be a 
factor in national politics... We can, we 
must, and we will generate a moral and 
spiritual force that is powerful enough to re- 
make the world. 

. There is no suggestion that this force is 
to supersede physical force nor that “moral 
rearmament” is to replace material rearma- 
ment. 


From my own personal contact with 
“Groupers” I have come to the conclusion 
that their ethic of “absolute love” does not 
cast out fear or enable them to renounce 
war. 


R. G. JONES, 
12 Waterer Rise, Wallington, Surrey. 


BOMBING SCHOOLS 


In answer to the question propounded by 
your correspondent, Marjorie Fenn, as re- 
gards the burning of the bombing school at 
Pwllheli, as a pacifist of a good many 
years’ standing, and as one who endeavours 
to realize the implications of pacifism, may 
I point out that our Lord Jesus Christ was 

pacifist when “he cast gut all them that 
sold and bought in the temple and over- 
threw the tables of the money-changers 
and the seats of them that sold doves.” 


This means that Jesus upset and spoilt 
the stalls of these merchants, thus entail- 
ing loss of other peoples’ property, and 
under the circumstances it can be justified 
<s a symbolic act of disapproval—a forcible 
and strong way of expressing disapprova 
of a corrupt institution. It was not meant 
to coerce any persons into a certain way of 
life, neither was injury done to any person. 


The act of setting fire to the institution at 
Penrhos, Pwllheli, was a similar action, ang 
deserves the approval of every pacifist 
throughout the country. I do wish that 
some pacifists would not be so suspicious of 
all brands of nationalism. The very fact 
that this act was done by nationalists im- 
mediately arouses their suspicion. There is 
a nationalism that is wholesome, natural, 
and healthy, and the nationalism of these 
three men (one of whom is an avowed paci- 
fist and has been so for many years) was 
wholesome and pacific. No injury was done 
to a single person, every precaution was 
taken to ensure this result; and the property 
destroyed was a small amount of govern- 
ment timber. 


It is not an act to be repeated perhaps, 
unless the conditions named above could 
be secured. Nevertheless, as executed, and 
in the spirit it was accomplished, I have 
no hesitation whatsoever in calling it an 
act of peace. It is not by generalizations 
such as the one made by your correspon- 
dent, viz., “surely, setting fire to other 
peoples property cannot be considered as 
non-violent resistance,” that we ascertain 
whether an act is non-violent resistance or 
not. 

Is not this bogey of loss of property the 
curse of our civilization and the very ob- 
stacle to all true peace and religion? It 
should not become a stumbling block to 
Pacifists surely. 


J. P. DAVIES. 
Gelliwig, Porthmadog. 


Mr. J. G. Grirritu, 31, Rosedene Gardens,. 
Iiford, who writes similarly, “as a Welsh 
nationalist who is also a member of the 
Peace Pledge Union,” adds: 


There are many people in Wales who object to 
bombing schools altogether. ‘There are others 
who feel that the wishes of the Welsh people 
should at least be consulted in their allocation. 
I would commend to all English members of 
PPU a study of the whole Welsh Nationalist 
Movement. 


England has sent Runciman to deal with the 
Sudeten-Deutsch, for she knows that they have 
Hitler behind them. The grievances and 
injustices suffered by the Welsh are even 
greater, and their proximity is no more an ex- 
cuse for their neglect than is a lack of armed 
might behind them. 


The Welsh Nationalist Party has officially re- 
nounced militarism as a policy. Ought not PPU 
members in England to be the first to ventilate 
their claims ? 


Letters to the Editor should be as short 
as possible and written on one side of thé 
paper only. Owing to pressure on space 
we reserve the right to publish extracts 
from letters. 

Correspondents must send their names 
and addresses, though not necessarily for. 
publication, 
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DIARY OF THE 
_ WEEK | 


17 (Sat.) ELTHAM; 6 p.m., 10 Downman Road, 
Well Hall; meet for poster parade; 7 p.m.. 
open-air mecting in Roper Street; John 
Barclay; PPU. 


13-18 (Sat.-Sun.)} NORTHAMPTON; 3 p.m.-10 
pm. and 2.30-9.30 pm. Friends’ Meeting 
House. Wellington Street; conference on 
“ Civilization and Pacifism”; speaker, John 
P. Fletcher; PPU; Northampton and district 
groups. 

17-19 (Sat.-Mon.) BEWDLEY; weckend gather- 
ing; Roy Walker and others; PPU. 


18 (Sun.) BRISTOL ; 8 p.m. Horsefair; open-air 
meeting ; Rev. P. M. Medcraft, Rev. Leslie M. 
Wollen, L. O. Brown, and W. J. Parkin 
(chairman) ; PPU. 


19 (Mon.) BAYSWATER; 8 p.m. Dick Sheppard 
Centre, 52 Queensway; Laurence Housman ; 
PPU. 

HERNE HILL; @ p.m. Baptist Church 
(corner of Winterbrock Road and Half Moon 
Lane); John Barclay; PPU. 


20 (Tues.) ROMFORD; 8 p.m. Market Place; 
Mr. Briar; PPU. 


LUTON; 8 p.m. Wesley Hall, Waller Street ; 
John Barclay; PPU. 


2 (Wed.) KINGSWAY; & pm. Wild Court; 
open-air meeting; Methodist Peace Fellow- 
- ship. 
BAYSWATER: 8 p.m. 52 Queensway; Alec 
Wilson, of LNU, on “ Where Pacifism Fails”; 
PPU. 


LEIGH-ON-SEA; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House: Rev. Paul Gliddon; FoR. 


22 (Thurs.) LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m. 13 Pater- 
noster Row; Muriel Lester on “From a 
Battlefield in China”; City PPU group. 


LONDON, W.1; 1.10 p.m. King’s Weigh 
House Church, Thomas Street; Miss Ruth 
Fry. 

LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. 13 Paternoster 
Row: Mrs. Mair Saklatvala on “ Woman's 
Point of View—2"; City PPU group. 
STEPNEY; 8 p.m. Great Assembly Hall, 
Mile End Road: Mr. George Lansbury on 
“ Goodwill and Peace at Home and Abroad ” ; 
Tower Hamlets Mission. 


22-24 (Thurs.-Sat.) LONDON, N.W.1; Friends 
House, Euston Road; congress on “The Prin- 
ciples of Christian Pacifism and its Task”; 
details from the secretary, Council of 
Christian Pacifist Groups, 16 Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1. 


@3 (Fri.) CHELSEA; 8 p.m. Manor Street 
(opposite Town Hall); open-air meeting ; 
Frank Regan; PPU. 


BAYSWATER; 8 p.m. 52 Queensway; film 
show ; PPU. 


23-25 (Fri.-Sun.) GLASGOW; McLellan Gal- 
leries. Sauchiehall Street; Peace and Empire 
Congress; particulars from organizing secre- 
tary (Mrs. Helen Crawfurd), 79, West Regent 
Street. Glasgow, C.2. 


24 (Sat.) TOTNES; 4 pm. Dartington Hall; 
Devon Rally; Dr. Alfred Salter, John Bar- 
clay, and Harold Bing; PPU. 


CROYDON: 7.30 p.m. Katherine Street; 
open-air meeting; Mrs. A. W. Arnold and 
Preston H. Benson; PPU. 


 (Sun.) EXMOUTH; 3 p.m. YMCA; Harold 
Bing; PPU. : 
HERNE HILL; 3 p.m., Brockwell Park; open- 
air meeting; Nigel Spottiswoode; PPU. 
PLYMOUTH; 3 p.m. Swathmore Hall; Dr. 
Alfred Salter; PPU. 


TORQUAY: 3 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House; 
John Barclay; PPU. 


WOOD GREEN; The Adult School, Com- 
merce Road; lecture school; “Is Czecho- 
slovakia werth fighting for?”; 3 pm. Mr. 
W. Fox (No); 7 p.m. Or. F. Borkenau 
(Yes); Workers’ Educational Association. 


NEWTON ABBOT; 8 p.m. Alexandra 
Theatre; “Public Prosecution of War 
Machine”; Dr. Alfred Salter, W. B. Curry, 
and John Barclay ; PPU. 


WALTHAMSTOW; 8.15 p.m., Friends’ Hall, 
Greenleaf Road; Rev. A. G. Prichard on 
“Pacifism and Common Sense”; also 
Stephen King-Hall’s play B. J. One; PPU. 


COMING SHORTLY 


September 


27 (Tues.) DARTFORD; 8 p.m. Presbyterian 
Church, Wathing Street; Lord Arnold, Rev. 
A. Herbert Gray and Clr. Mrs. Welch (chair- 
man); PPU and FoR. 


28 (Wed.) WREXHAM; 7.30 p.m., Sion Chapel; 
Miss Vera Brittain and Richard Bishop 
(chairman); Heddychwyr Cymru. 


29 (Thurs.) WIGAN; 7.30 p.m. Queen’s Hall; Vera 
Brittain, Dr. Alfred Salter. M.P.; Andrew 
Stewart; tickets, 6d., from R. H. Dickinson, 
Wigan Christian Pacifist Group, 30 Kenyon 


Road, Wigan. 

October 

4 (Tues.) LANCASTER: 7.30 p.m. Ashton 
“fall; Miss Vera Brittain, Laurence 


Housman, and Rev. Henry Carter; PPU. 


RICHMOND; 8 p.m. Princes’ Street 
Alex Wood, Sybil Morrison, and Rev. E. B. 
Roebuck (chairman) ; PPU, 


q (Fri.) NORWICH; 8 p.m. Princes’ Street 
Lecture Hall; Canon C. E. Raven and Rev. 
Colin Roberts (chairman); FoR. 


8 (Sat.) STOKE-ON-TRENT; Victoria Hall, 
Hanley; Parliamentary Pacifist Convention; 
3 p.m. convention; 7 p.m. demonstration; 
Mr. George Lansbury, Dr. Alfred Salter, 
James H. Hudson, Mrs. Eleanor Barton, A. 
Joseph Brayshaw, Cr. Mrs. Barker, Rev. N. 
Dacrait, and Harold I. Clipstone. 


EPaDENTS floor the 
PLATTORY 


Toll of Aerial Rearmament 


“THE recent air disaster at Edmonton, 
although the centre of so much public 
attention by reason of the number of 
civilians killed, was but one of many in 
which young men in the RAF have been 
killed. 
Already this year the RAF has had 76 
fatal accidents, in which 139 members of 
its personnel have been killed. 


Sins of the Fathers 


"THAT ‘the British race is on the down- 

grade all over the world,” and that “ it 
is not due to crowding because in Australia 
and New Zealand the birthrate had fallen 
to under seventeen” (per thousand) was 
the lament of Sir Leonard Hill in his presi- 
dential address at the annual conference of 
the Sanitary Inspectors’ Association last 
week. 

The real reason for his concern was re- 
vealed when he asked who would pay the 
interest on local loans and armament loans 
when young workers became much fewer, 
and who would fill our defence forces. 


Effect of Fear 


A LTHOUGH for some sections of the com- 
munity war fears are “ good business,” 
for others they have the opposite effect. 
As an instance of this a correspondent re- 
ports that “the buyer for Oxford Street's 
largest bargain basement is allowed on!y to 
spend £5 atatime. Thus, if he wants £20- 
worth of cheap alarm clocks, he has to order 
four £5 lots and thus circumvent the re- 
striction.” 


Topsy-Turvy 


HE report of seven years’ scientific investiga- 

tion of shaving at the Mellon Institute, 
Pittsburgh, USA, has just been published, and 
this afternoon listeners will hear something 
about the results. 


This quotation from The Listener of Sep- 
tember 3, prompts a reader to ask, “ And 
for peace, how many years’ scientific inves- 
tigation?” 


Like Produces Like 


DE». WILLIAM BROWN, director of the 

Institute of Experimental Psychology, 
Oxford, told the Liberal Summer School at 
Oxford on August 2 that it was because he 
was a psychologist that he felt so unhappy 
about the attitude of the other Powers to the 
defeated Pcwers. 

In an address to the Psychology section 
of the British Association on August 22, Mr. 
Lewis Richardson, FRS, outlined his theory 
that love and hate breed signs of the same 
feeling in others, whether nations or in- 
dividuals. To those who would start a 
drift towards peace union, rather than to 
war, he gave this advice: 

Get rid of other people’s grievances. Do not 
keep that kind of armament which threatens 
foreigners sleeping peaceably in their homes. 


Arms which make an unjustifiable threat are a 
danger to the nation that owns them. 


Basis of Law 


THE famous psychologist went on to sug- 

gest, in his address, that law between 
the nations needed force behind it to pre- 
vent war. 

But the real obstacle to peace and the 
growth of law between nations was indica- 
ted by Professor Ernest Barker at the 
British Empire-Summer School at Cam- 
bridge on August 2. 

Dealing with obstacles to a parliament, 
not for the whole world, but only for the 
British Empire, he said there was something 
deeper than geographical difficulties in the 
way, and that was the essential idea of each 
component part of the Empire that its own 
parliament was its own last word and final 
expression. 


Rearmament Holds Up Shipbuilding 


PEAKING at a launching ceremony at 
Glasgow on August 25, Lord Craigmyle, 
ex-chairman of the P. & O. Steam Naviga- 
tion Company, revealed that orders for two 
liners had been postponed owing to “ disas- 
trous prices.” The latest tender for the 
ships was more than £1,000,000 above the 
highest tender originally submitted. 
In normal times the two ships would cost 
from £3,000,000 to £3,500,000. 


“ Civilians ” in War-time 


“ War today is not a war between the 

various armies. Whether we like 
it or not it is now war between nations.” 
So said Lieut.-Gen. Sir George Macdonogh, 
during a discussion on the protection of 
civilian populations from new engines of 
war, at the fortieth conference of the Inter- 
national Law Association at the Hague. 
He added: 


Warfare is becoming more and more 
mechanized, and that means that the most 
important things in war are machines which are 
furnished to the fighting troops. These machines 


(Continued foot of next column) 
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ACCOMMODATION 
To fet 


BED-SILTING-ROOM (double and single beds. 
electric fire), use of comfortable living room with 
Lcard, to lady for 20s. weekly and some services 
(meals); or two sharing, 30s. No objection to 
vegetarian. Bungalow sea front. Quiet but 
pleasant and healthy. Scope for pacifist worker. 
Write Miss Stoessiger, 7 Cadborofigh Terrace, 
Rye. Sussex. 


HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB. Three 
rooms, singly or together, furnished, partly, or 
unfurnished. Modern house. Board-residence 
or otherwise. Food referm. Purpose—to share 
expenses, not profit. 21 Widecombe Way, N.2. 
Speedwell 6678. 


NOKTH LONDON. One or 2 rooms, furnished 


or unfurnished, with or without attendance. Close 
to Piccadilly Tube. Moderate terms. EKox 110, 
PEACE NEWS, 17 Featherstone Buildings, 
W.C.1. 


ONE OR 2 ROOMS, furnished or unturnished. 
Use ‘phone and bath. C.H.W. Very quiet house. 


Write appointment. Cook, 37 Belsize Square, 
N.W.3. 


Wanted 
WANTED, SMALL HOUSE or bungalow to 
rent. not more than £62 per year; or flat con- 
taining 4 rooms, use bath; in Golders Green or 
Finchley, N.3. district. Box 11k, Peace News, 
17 Featherstone Buildings, W.C.L. 


———— Still Going Up ———— 


The number of libraries displaying 
Peace News each week continues to 
grow, and has now reached 359. 

The latest additions to our list of 
such places are:— 

Darlington, 
Hinckley, and 
Leigh (Lancs.). 

Does your library display this 
paper regularly? If so, have we been 
notified yet? If not,-what about it? 


“Chureh Should 
Not Touch 
A.R.P.” 


The South Carnarvonshire Presby- 
tery had decided, by 26 votes to five, to 
advise churches not to participate or 
permit their pulpits to be used to pro- 
mote air raid precautions schemes. 

EFERRING to this decision in a subse- 
quent sermon in his church in 
Pwllheli, the Rev. G. Roberts-Jones, Welsh 
Presbyterian minister, said Christians had 
a personal duty to do everything possible to 
protect human life in case of war and air 
raids, but it was another question whether 
it was the duty of the Church to take any 
part in or promote war schemes. 
There were some aspects of life which the 
Church had no right to interfere in, and one 
of these was war. 


NEW LEAFLET 
A useful “ Do you know?” leaflet dealing 
with ARP has been published by the Pacifist 
Publicity Unit. 2 York House, Theobald’s 
Road, London, W.C.1. It gives facts in 
support of the statements that: 
Effective air raid shelters would cost at least 
£11 per head; : 
The Government’s ARP scheme is not intended 
t» provide effective protection for civilians; . 
The Government has powers under tne Air 
Raid Precautions Act, 1937, to issue orders 
covering any aspect of ARP without consulting 
Parliament; 
The powers and duties of air raid wardens are 
nowhere defined by law; . 
ARP is one more step in dictatorship. 
(Later news about ARP, page 2) 


(Continued from Col, 2.) 


are made by the civilian population behind the 
lines, and I would submit that the civilian who 
makes munitions. who produces coal from the 
mines, who produces iron from the mines, 
who is in charge of an oil installation, who 
is in charge of transport and administration, 
is just as important from the military point of 
view as the man in the fighting line. It seems 
to me that the first thing that has to be done is a 
definition of the word “civilian” and who are 
the people we are trying to protect. 


National Debt 


£8,026, 143,422 was the total of the National 
Debt on March 31l,—an increase of 
£228,913,878 over the previous year. 

A White Paper (Cmd 5836, Stationery 
Office, 6d.) issued last week shows that, if 
capital liabilities in respect of sums bor- 
rowed under various Acts are included, the 
State’s total liabilities are £8,148,984,625— 
an increase of £239,122,621 over the preced- 
ing year. 

In 1914 the total liabilities were 
£706,154,110. 

The latest figures show that the assets of 
the State which can be calculated (exclud- 
ing assets arising out of the Great War, such 
as loans to the Allies and to Dominions) 
amount to £669,138.477. 
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LATEST TIME FOR CCPY TUESDAY MORNING 


ee 
EDUCATIONAL 

ESPERANTO. Beginners’ 5-lesson postal 

course, Is. Exercises corrected by experts.— 


British Esperanto Association (Inc.), Dept. P.N., 
142 High Holborn, London, W.C.1. 


GERMAN PACIFIST, expert linguist, living in 
South Denmark near beautiful Flensburg Fjord, 
is willing to take students as boarders to learn 
German, Danish, Swedish, French or Italian. 
Very reasonable terms. Facilities for regular 
German and “Danish conversational practice in 
district. For further particulars apply War 
Resisters’ International. 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex. or direct to Dr. Arnold Kalisch, 


“ Fredshiam,” Reenshoved pr Rinkenaes, 
Denmark 
QUALIFIED EXPERIENCED TEACHER, 


pacifist, teaches German, French. Best method. 
Moderate terms. Frau Gutmann. 6 Rollscourt 
Avenue, S.E.24, 


ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL, LETCH- 
WORTH (recognized by the Board of Educa- 
tion). A thorough education for boys and girls 
to 19 years, at moderate fees in an open-air 
atmosphere of ordered freedom and progress. 
Headmaster: H. Lyn Harris, M.A., L1.B.(Camb.). 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES (framed or un- 
framed), albums scrolis, testimonials, rolls of 
honour, &c., from | guinea to 100 guineas; advice 
readily given by our own artists. Battley Brothers, 
Ltd. Commercial Artists and Photographers, 
Printers and Publishers, The Queensgate Press, 
Clapham Park, S.W.4. Telephone: Macaulay 3401. 


LECTURES 


fHE FUTILITY AND SUICIDAL POLICY Or 
WAR: the above address given by Captain 
Butcher, Royal Societies Club. St. James's St., 
anytime, anywhere (10 miles radius) without lee 
or expenses 


MEETINGS, &c. 


FELLOWSHtP OF RECONCILIATION 
(Londen Union). A Fellowship Hour, for com- 
munion with God and each other, is held the 
third Monday in each month, from 6 to 7 p.m, 
at 17 Red Lion Square, W.C.1. 


SITUATION 
Wanted 
WIDOW wants occupation in clerical, routine, 


or secretarial help; capable, methodical, tactful. 
Mrs Hooper, 25 Elmdale Road, N.13. 


fYPEWRITING 


tHe SOUTH LONDON LYPEWRLLING 
BUREAU, 51 Ruskin Walk. London, S.£ 24. 
Phone Brixton 2863 for duplicating. typewriting, 
printing, publicity, &c. Ribbons 3s. post free. 
Shorthand tuition, day. postal. Licensed Annually 
by LCC. Office Staffs Free to Emplouvers. 

FYPING FOR “PEACE.” Jeans [yping and 
Duplicating Office are waiting for any jobs you 
may have—large or small. Speed, etticiency. and 
low charges. Phone Bishopsgate 3309; 7, Broad 
Street Station, Liverpool Street, F.C.2. 


WHERE TO STAY 


COTSWOLDS tor Autumn nolidays Dunny 
position in the “Valley of Peace” Near Beech 
Woods. Attractive “food reform” fare. Log 
fires. Constant hot water. Own car.—Taruf 
from Proprietors, A.C and E. Rogers, * For- 
tune’s Well.” Sheepscombe, near Stroud. Glos. 
‘Phone: Painswick 2386 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian rood Ke- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600[t. For happy holiday 
or restful recuperation. Increased accommoda- 
tion. Central heating throughout; h. and c. water 
in all bedrooms. Central for conferences.—A. & 
K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near Matlock, 
Telephone Ambergate 44 Station. Ambergate 
(L.M.S.). 


DOWNTON, WILTSHIRE. The Misses Philpott, 
Country Guest House, The Borough, Downton, 
Wiltshire. A ccomy house on the banks of the 
River Avon, standing in a pleasant garden. 
Terms moderate. 


form Guesthouse; beautiful grounds, walks, 
views; place for rest. atmosphere for thought. 
Excellent cuisine.—Principal. Mrs. D. G. Cullea 
Evans. 
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T.U.C. AFFIRMS NEED FOR 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION 


f ,. a P : e . 
Delegaie’s Warning Against 


Encirclement 


HE international situation 
generally, and Spain and 


Czechoslovakia in particular, 


were discussed at the Trades Union | 


Congress in Blackpool on Thurs- 
day of last week. 


During a private session in the morning a 
resolution was carried declaring that: _ 

Tnis Congress shall forthwith determine 
what effective steps shall be adopted by the 
entire trade union movement to secure a co- 
ordinated policy that has for its object the 
removal of the ban on arms for the duly- 
elected Government of Spain, as the policy 
now being pursued by the pro-Fascist National 
Government is against international law and 
usage. 


Another resolution, asking the General 
Council to 


examine and report on the possibility of a 
scheme whereby trade unionists shall refuse 
to handle goods either from or to any country 


Czech Government’s 
Nineteen 
Points 


Basis For Talks 
With Nazis 


EK’OLLOWING is an official summary of 
the latest proposals of the Czechoslovak 
Government, on which negotiations with 
the Sudeten Germans were to have re- 
opened this week: 

1. All nationalities are entitled to take part 
in the offices of the State in a ratio propor- 
tionate to their numbers. 

2. This proportion with regard to German 
officials will be realized in the next ten years. 

3. So far as is possible officials \ill be em- 
ployed in regions of their own nationality, but 
this principle will be dependent on the superior 
needs of the State as a whole. 

4. This principle will also apply to State 
enterprises, monopolies, institutions, and other 
organizations. 

5. For ‘he realization of these principles a 
special commission will be established in the 
Prime Minister's Office. 

6. The proportionate principles will be ob- 
served in all Government orders and supplies. 


GOVERNMENT 
LOAN 

7. In order to come to the aid of those dis- 
tricts badly hit by the crisis the Government will 
raise a loan before the end of the year of 
1,000,000,000 crowns, of which 700,000,000 crowns 
will be devotei to the German district. 

8 In the matter of public security the old 
regulations will be restored by which the main- 
tenance of public order and security will be 
divided between the State poiice and local police. 

9. The Languages Law shall be modified on 
the basis of the equality of the German, Russian, 
Ruthenian, Hungarian and Polish languages with 
the Czechoslovak language. 


SELF-GOVERNMENT 


10. “he principle of national self-government 
is admitted in the form of a system of Gaue 
(cantons). 

41, Public administration will be assured by 
State and local government organs. The local 
government organ will be elected on the basis 
of general, equal, direct, and secret suffrage, 
similar to that for the election of the Chamber 
Deputies and the Senate. 

12, The local government will dea! with all 
matters which do not concern the community of 
the State, in order to facilitate and develop the 
special characteristics and powers of the indi- 
vidual! nationalities. 

3. The territorial basis of the local govern- 
ment will follow the lines of the declared 
nationality of the population, ‘aking into con- 


sideration. however, geographical situation, 
economic considerations. nd means of cOommu- 
nication. 


MINORITY DIETS 


14. The minorities in these districts will be 
represented in a system of Curias (Diets), and 
the principle of reciprocity will be observed. 

15. Special laws will protect the various 
nationalities from political, social, or industrial 
opprecsion. Persons kelonging to individual 
nationalities will have ‘he right to defend their 
national rights as their collective possessions, 
should these be violated by special measures 
either of the local government or of the organs 
of the State. 

16. The nationality of every citizen will be 
registered in a State register. 

1%. The financial resources of the local 
government will be assured by contributions 
from the Ctate until a new organization of the 
taxation system can be introduced. 

18. Special sections will be created in all 
Government departments to deal with the affairs 
of the various nationalities, and these sections 
will be in charge of the respective nationalities. 

19. All those points that do not require special 
legislative autherity shall be put into force with- 
out delay. Where new laws are required they 
shall be drafted with the collaboration of the 
representatives of the various nationalities. 


of Germany 


regarded as an aggressor by the Leasue of 
Nations, 


was defeated by an overwhelming majority. 


LABOUR'S MANIFESTO 


The joint Labour manifesto on the Euro- 
pean situation issued the previous night was 
the subject of a statement by Mr. George 
Hicks, MP, on behalf of the General Council 
of the TUC. He declared: 


They [the Nazis] do not want to settle with 
Czechoslovakia. 

We are satisfied that if they had their full 
demands accepted today they would only 
make the concessions a stepping-off stone for 
demanding something else later on. 

That is the reason for the policy of the 
Labour movement as to the indivisibility of 
peace. - 

Subsequently Mr. Hicks said that “a par- 
ticularly dangerous issue at the present 
moment is the demand that the Czechoslo- 
vakians shall yield up their democratic 
constitution for the purpose of setting up a 
totalitarian State within their borders, so 
far as the Sudeten Germans are concerned. 
The acceptance of any such terms would 
provide a basis of an international conflict.” 

After repudiating any effort of the 
British Government to force concessions 
from the Czechs, Mr. Hicks said: 

We have no quarrel with the German people, 
and that must be stated unequivocally. It is 
not against the German people, but against the 
German Government that we are acting. We 
want that to be made perfectly clear, though, 
of course, we do not know whether this 


message will ever reach the ears of the 
German feople. 


A resolution was moved by Mr. F. C.| 


Watkins, MP, which 

Extended cordial greetings to peoples of 
other lands, whatever their systems of govern- 
ment might be; 

Affirmed need for the solidarity of the 
workers of the world; 

Declared that preservation of peace through 
international cooperation was of urgent and 
primary importance and that the maladjust- 
ment of the world’s economic life was the 
prime cause of international rivalry and war; 

Urged all organized bodies to bring pressure 
to bear cn their respective governments to 
operate fully the resources of the ILO to raise 
standards of life; 

Condemned the Government for bolstering 
up fascist governments and for pursuing a 
da policy which was provocative of war; 
an 

Pledged Congress to oppose any arbitrary 
and aggressive action which the Government 
might take, and to do all possible to defcat 
them and make way for a Labour Government. 


“BACK TO 1914” 


During the discussion a delegate from the 
Distributive and Allied Workers said he felt 
as he listened to the speeches that July, 
1914, was back again. There was the same 
battle cry: “A war to make the world safe 
for democracy.” 


The supposediy peace-loving Govern- 
ment of France, backed by the suppasedly 
peace-loving Government of Britain, 
using Czechoslovakia as a pawn, had con- 
ducted a continuous policy of aggression 
against Germany between 1918 and 1933. 
The result was that Britain, France and 
Czechoslovaki2 drove the German 
workers into the hands of Hitler. 


They now proposed to put an iron ring 
round Germany. The British Empire was 
one of the most brutal and bloody despot- 
isms which ever disgraced and defiled the 
earth, and was not worth the life of a single 
worker. 

After the resolution had been carried it 
was moved that Mr. Hicks’s statement be 
referred back to the General Council. The 
mover declared that it should have been 
submitted to Congress before publication. 
The reference back was overwhelmingly de- 
feated, after discussion. 


Position of Colonial 
Workers 


The decision of the General Council of 
the TUC to pay attention to the position of 
workers in colonial countries, and its set- 
ting up a Colonial Advisory Committee has 
been welcomed by the Colonial Information 
Bulletin which, however, adds: 

The Colonial Advisory Committee has pre- 
pared a set of trades union rules for the use 
of colonial organizations. These rules have 
been circulated to colonial trades union 
centres, to the International Labour Office, 
and to the British Colonial Office, and have 
been well received in all quarters. 

It seems extraordinary that trades union 
rules should be drafted for the benefit of the 
most oppressed sections of the human race— 
the colonia! labourers—and submitted to the 
Colonial Office, before even they have been 
circulated to the British trades unionists, who 
are ultimately responsible for them. 


| 
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Facts about Czechoslovakia 


STOREHOUSE 


A Post-War 


ZECHOSLOVAKIA, or the Czech- 

* Slevak Republik (“ CSR,” for short), 
is supposed to be a small nation, that is, it 
is counted as such but in many ways it is 
big. 

Geographically, from west to east it is as 


!long as the whole of Germany from the 


frontiers of Bohemia to the Gulf of Danzig, 


ior as England from the Orkneys to Ply- 


mouth. It possesses a wealth of natural 
resources and has developed a good trade 
in spite of her landlocked situation and her 
unfriendly neighbours. 

Czechoslovakia might be called an oasis 
of democracy in a desert of dictatorships 
and monarchies. But there is a severe 
wind storm and bad weather at present 
which is affecting the oasis. It is sur- 
rounded by Germany, Austria (now Ger- 
man), Hungary, Rumania, and Poland. 

Sometimes the CSR profits by cther 
countries’ mistakes. 
going to buy timber from the Soviet Union 
because it was cheaper than any other 
country. The reason it was cheaper was 
because it was cut by prison labour, and 
prison labour did not have to be paid. But 
the Soviets wanted it to be transported in 
their ships, whereas the English wanted 


to no agreement, England is now buying 
its timber, or a good share of it, from the 
CSR by way of Danzig. 


MINERAL WEALTH 


A pamphlet entitled Czechoslovakia 
(printed and published by ‘“Orhis,” of 


Prague), records : 
The country’s natural resources are repre- 
sented first and foremost by deposits of pit- 
coal (average annual output about 15,000,000 
tons) and lignite (20,000,000 tons) from the 
regions of Moravska Ostrava and Most 
The output of iron ore is smaller, but some 
1,700.000 tons are produced annually, especially 
in Slovakia. 


Next come copper, silver, lead and gold. 

The radium discovered by the Curies was 
taken from the radium ores at Jachymov 
Spa in the Ore Mountains. Salt is found 
in Carpathian Ruthenia and Slovakia. 

China Clay of excellent quality is found 
in North-West Bohemia, which has given 
rise to the large porcelain industry, mostly 
around Karlovy Vary. Naphtha, obtained in 
Moravia and Slovakia, is used mainly for 
the production of heavy lubricant oils. 
| In Healing springs of hot and cold 
mineral water, Czechoslovakia is one of the 
richest countries in Europe, if not in the 
world. Jachymov has already been men- 
tioned; there are also Karlovy Vary 
(Carlsbad), Marianske Lazne (Marianbad), 
Podebrady, Luhacovice, Silac Spa, 
Piest’any, and many others. (Podebrady 
|was the birthplace of King George of 
Podebrady, who. as early as the fifteanth 
century, drew up a scheme for a League of 
Europe not unlike that on which the League 
of Nations was constituted.) 


GROWTH OF INDUSTRY 


Industry in the CSR has developed 
greatly since the World War and the inde- 
pendence of Czechoslovakia; perhaps too 
fast, for the good of the people. 

Many Britons and Americans are wear- 
ing Czech shoes made at the Bat’a factory, 
the largest in Europe, at Zlin. Bohemian 
cut glass is known not only in Britain but 
all over the world, as are the musical instru- 
ments and laces manufactured in the Ore 
Mountains. 

Since the soil of the CSR is of medium 
quality, intensive agriculture must be 
practised. Forty percent of the popula- 
tion are engaged in agriculture. 

Foreign trade is most important to 
Czechoslovakia. For a complete: picture of 
the country this must be kept in mind. 


COOPERATIVES 
One cannot speak of trade in the CSR 
| without mentioning the cooperatives. There 
are two kinds. 

Kooperativa, controlled by -he Agricultural 
Party, the strongest party in the CSR—and VDP 
(consumer cooperatives), more or less controlled 
jby the social democrats. 


Their characteristics are tabulated below. 
It is debatable how much good the former 
does for the worker or peasant farmer. It 
has become a monopoly and usually must 
lend money to the peasant before he can 
buy his supplies from the Kooperativa. In 
other words, it controls the supplies, the 
credit unions, and has even set up stores 
in competition to the VDP. 

There is also Obchodni, sometimes 
erroneously called a cooperative. It is, 
however, nothing more than an association 
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Industrialism 


From a Correspondent om 


of business men banded together to help 
sell their own products. 

There are also the German = and 
Hungarian societies. Before the elections 
of May 21 these worked with the Czechs, 
but this is not so much the case now. 


COOPERATIVES IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Kooperativa VDP 
Controlled by Agricul- Controlled by social 
tural Pary. democrats but mem- 


bership not 
fined to them. 


Operates on Rochdale 


Not necessarily Roch- con- 
dale principles. 
Defends ownership of 
private property. principles. 
Wants prices to stay Works toward some 
up. form of collectivism. 
Wants to lower prices. 
Primarily for workers. 
30% of goods sold made 
in own factories. 
Unfortunately the VDP has different names in 
different sections of the country. It is VDP in 
Prague, ZFP or Konsum in Pizen, and so on. 


News of Note 


LOLLOWING the resignation last week of 
Senator F. C. Thompson, who repre- 
sented coloured races in South African 
Senate, Mr. A. P. J. Fourie—former 
Minister of Commerce and Industries de- 
feated at last general election, for whom 
General Hertzog has been trying to find a 
seat—was appointed a Senator. Two Minis- 
ters subsequently resigned from Cabinet in 
protest; one, Mr. Hofmeyr, said the issue 
was: “Are we going to allow non-Europeans 
to be made pawns in the white man’s 
political game?” 


NEW ZEALAND’S SOCIAL SERVICES 
Social Security Bill, providing for uni- 
versal free health benefits, insurance, and a 


German Memorial to 
Young Britons 
MEMORIAL is being erected on 


the spot in the Black Forest where 
five English schoolboys were found dead 
after a snowstorm in April, 1936. The 
initiative in the erection of the memorial 
was taken by the Hitler Youth organiza- 
tions in Frieburg (Baden). 


pension of 30s. a week at sixty, was passed 
by House of Representatives on Friday last. 


AUSTRALIA’S DAY OF PRAYER 

Mr. Lyons, Australian Premier, made a 
broadcast appeal last Friday for Sunday to 
be made a national day of prayer in the 
cause of world peace. 


AID FOR REFUGEES 

Apparently because of atmosphere of dis- 
trust which “inevitably surrounds any 
organization dispensing direct assistance” 
to refugees, the new organization arising 
from proposed fusion of Nansen Office and 
Office for Refugees from Germany will not 
continue system of grants and advances to 
refugees hitherto carried on by Nansen 
Office. This work will, it seems, be left to 
local committees under auspices of their 
respective governments. 


COCOA COMMISSION’S REPORT SOON 

Report of commission on the marketing 
of cocoa in West Africa is expected to be 
published before end of the month. 
Appointment of commission followed boy- 
cott of European goods and hold-up of 
cocoa consequent upon buying agreements 
entered into by all European firms but one 
on Gold Coast and in Nigeria. 
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INTERNATIONA: AFRICAN 
OPINION. 


Are you interested in solving the most pressing 
problems of the 
Colonies, Peace and 
intolerance, etc. ? 
You should read International African Opinion, 
the monthly magazine expressing the views of 
Africans and their kin throughout the world. 
Published by The International African Service 
Bureau, 12a Westbourne Grove, London, W.2. 
Price 3d. 


Yearly subscription 3/8 post free. 


moment—the demand for 
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land he would be hissed and booed. His 
whole method of speaking is one that would 
completely deter an ordinary English 
audience, even under conditions of mass 
enthusiasm. 

The difference, however, lies not so much 
in temperament and national idiosyncrasies 
but in the historical background. To the 
German, recent history is a burning, living 
experience of human cor.duct from which 
he draws his lessons. We in England have 
no history of burning wrongs suffered in 
our life-time. We feel no sense of betrayal. 
The Germans do and Hitler gives expression 
to that feeling. 

Though the speech made no announce- 
ments of immediate decisive action, it 
nevertheless betrayed an undercurrent 
which statesmanship must not ignore. 
Germany feels herself hemmed in by a 
ring of Powers combining “capitalist 
democracies and Marxist  dictator- 
ships,” and this despite sincere efforts on 
her part to make contributions to the 
maintenance of peace. 

Germany’s peaceful intentions are dis- 
trusted and Hitler expresses resentment at 
this distrust. Certainly his recital of what 
Germany has renounced for the sake cf 
peace is not unimpressive and some appre- 
ciation of Germany’s contribution may go 
a long way in winning her back as a co- 
operative member in the international 
community. 


PROBLEM OF THE MINORITIES 


"THE Czechoslovakian crisis brings out 
*% with all force the complete failure of 
the post-War minority treaties. Before the 
War the unrest of minorities was recognized 
aS a major cause of international ill will. 
The setting up of a number of new States 
was justified on the ground that it would 
contribute to the solution of this rroblem. 
One of the main hopes of the League of 
Nations was that it could act as an unbiased 
authority in enforcing the minority treaties. 


Now, within twenty years, we are faced 
with a major international crisis arising out 
of a minority problem in one of the 
succession States. 

The failure of the League of Nations is too 


glaring to be overlooked. The jealousy 
with which countries guarded their 
“sovereign rights” against any outside inter- 
ference was in no way overcome by the 
League, which acted more to safeguard 
sovereign rights than to safeguard the 
rights of the minorities. 

It was mainly due to Czechoslovakia that 
between 1923 and 1929 petitions under the 
minority treaties were |.andled in such deep 
secrecy that no record of such petitions is 
available even today. A petition presented 
by the Sudeten Germans as recently as 1936 
was to all intents and purposes ignored. 

The glamorous idealism which propa- 

ganda has woven round the League of 
Nations in some countries has not suc- 
ceeded in hiding a side which reeks with 
humbug and hypocrisy, and which more 
than anything explains the deep distrust 
with which the League is regarded by so 
many peoples. 


SECRECY OF DOWNING STREET 


One must admire the men of Fleet Street 
for their restraint, whatever one thinks of 
their respective policies, during this critical 
week, 

They have worked under tremendous 
difficulties. The secrecy of Downing 
Street has been a disgrace to democracy. 
The people were treated throughout 
Nuremberg like little children who de- 
served to be told nothing. Contemptuous 
little notices of ministers and ambassadors 
coming and going were about all our 
journalists were able to extract out of the 
ministers frightened to tell democracy the 
plain truth about their moves in the crisis. 

In these circumstances it is not surpris- 
ing that nearly all the newspapers fell for 
(1) the story that Sir Nevile Henderson was 
going “to tell Hitler” (2) that the British 
Government was going to send a Note to 
Hitler and (3) that Von Ribbentrop and 
Goebbels were barring the way to Hitler. 

A single photograph showing Sir Nevile 
talking with Hitler at a Nuremberg tea 
party destroyed all these “inspired” re- 
ports. 

The truth of the week’s moves has yet to 
be told. 


HUMBUG ABOUT UNITY 


Taking their cue from Sir Archibald 
Sinclair’s speech, the commentators of the 
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national newspapers plugged hard the line 
that the nation was united behind the 
Government. 

Only The Times was bold encugh to 
break through this deception by publish- 
ing a selection of letters from its readers 
that showed a real cleavage of public 
opinion. Some continued to “stand firm” 
and others asked why the Sudeten 
Germans should not be allowed the pro- 
posed plebiscite. 

Mr. Archibald Ramsey, M.P., who was a 
captain in the Coldstream Guards and is 
certainly not a pacifist, put the issue in a 


nutshell: 

Are we going to war to stultify the. demo- 
cratic principle of  self-determination of 
national minorities laid down at Versailles 
and exemplified actually in the setting up of 
the Czechoslovak State itself? 

Are we to send millions to their death in 
order that the Czechs may continue to deny 
to the Sudeten Germans that same degree of 
self-determination which we recently granted 
to the Southern Irish? 


SPAIN 


WA/HILE eyes are turned on Central 
v¥ Europe, a new situation is developing 
in Spain. The battle of the Ebro is becom- 
ing the greatest battle of the civil war, and 
complete deadlock prevails. 

From the Government s:de, this battle 
has achieved its purpose in that it has 


effectively stopped the advance of Franco’s | 


troops on Valencia. For General Franco it 
marks a serious set back, for despite enor- 
mous superiority in arms and weapons, 
especially in the air, he has completely 
failed to dislodge the Government troops. 

The immense slaughter now going on 
cannot last indefinitely. Franco’s failure is 
due to the loss of morale of his fighting 
forces which no amount of war equipment 
can make good. Now is the time when some 
effort at mediation should be undertaken. 
The Spanish Government’s Thirteen Points 
offer an excellent basis ux0n which such 
mediation might be based. 


MARSEILLES DOCK STRIKE 


THE French Government has settled the 
Marseilles dock strike by methods 
which, to say the least, are ominous and 
represent a precedent which the enemies of 
French democracy are not likely to forget. 
Here is an example of what conscription 
may mean even in peace time and even 
under a Popular Front Government. 

The Marseilles dock strike arose out of a 
local issue involving overtime and Sunday 
working. Under a law passed last July, the 
Government has ended the strike by a mili- 
tary conscription of those workers who are 
of French nationality. Any who refuse to 
be “mobilized” are liable to three months’ 
to five years’ imprisonment. 

The excuse for this drastic measure is 
that owing to the international emergency, 
Marseilles represents a vital link with 
North Africa. In actual fact there was a 
fear that the strike might become a focal 
centre of resistance to the modifications of 
the forty-hour week. 

Owing to the rapidity and severity of the 
Government's action the workers have ac- 
cepted the decision and the Government 
has succeeded in ending the strike. It re- 
mains to be seen whether the use of 
military conscription for industrial purposes 
will be quietly accepted by the French 
working classes. 


ITALY AND THE JEWS 


ITALY is apparently prepared to make a 
national home for the Jews in Abys- 
sinia. Not only Italian but foreign Jews 
also will be accommodated there. Such an 
offer, however hollow, of an alternative 
home for the Jews will hav2 repercussions 
in Palestine and make a settlement with 
the Arabs a great deal more difficult. 
There is no indication yet when the report 
of the Palestine Technical Commission will 
be published. Difficult as the problem has 
become, a final policy on Palestine must not 
be delayed. 


PEACE ISSUES IN THE LABOUR PARTY 


THE growing division in the Labour Party 

on the peace issue is showing itself in 
the columns of Forward which is now the 
only independent weekly socialist paper 
carrying on the traditions of the British 
political Labour movement. 

A week ago George Ridley, MP, gave a 
strong reply to Rhys Davies, MP, who had 
taken up a line on the peace issue which is 
barely distinguishable from the pacifist out- 
look. Mr. Ridley defended the official policy 
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POLICY OF “ALIENS LAST”:: PLANS 


TO FIGHT 


Special to “Peace News” 


EW people realize that in the large ports 
of Great Britain there is a permanent 
population of coloured people, mostly sea- 
men and their descendants. This is 
particularly true of South Wales. In the 
area around the docks at Cardiff there 
live over half the coloured population of 
Great Britain, numbering at least 4.000. 


By the terms of the Special Restriction 
(Coloured Alien Seamen) Order, 1925, a 
coloured alien seaman must register as an 
alien immediately he lands in this country, 
and not after three months. as must a white 
alien seaman. 


He must carry with him his alien regis- 
tration certificate, with photograph and 
thumb-print; and though the police tell 
him this is for his own protection, he 
cannot help comparing this treatment 
with that of criminals. 


Moreover, even if he is a British subject, 
a coloured seaman must register as an alien 
until he has obtained a certificate proving 
this; and such a certificate must be issued 
in the country of his birth. There have 
been many who up to 1925 were accepted 
as British subjects, but having lost touch 
with their relatives for many years, have 
been unable to prove their nationality. 


EMPLOYMENT DIFFICULTIES 


A man may have the certificate of a 
Board of Trade officer that both he and his 


(Continued from col. 2) 
on the ground of “reality” and of its 
adoption by overwhelming majorities, both 
by the Trades Union Congress and the 
Party conference, opposition in both vases 
being negligible. 

Anyone acquainted with the workings of 
these Labour gatherings will know that 
rank-and-file opinion finds little, if any, ex- 
pression; in the case of a peace policy this 
is the only opinion that really counts. The 
official policy can be carried by mass block 
votes representing a membership which is 
completely dead to political issues. 

The only propaganda which can reach 
every section of the party is in support of 
the official line and no real discussion is 
possible, even if it were permitted, as be- 
tween the official and any other point of 
view. 

The only other point of view which has 
broken the official ring is that of the com- 
munist left wing, due mainly to its big 
financial backing and energetic drive. 

The pacifist case has not been put but 
the greater majority of the rank-and-file 
still look to the pacifist basis for their 
conceptions of a peace policy. 

This rank-and-file is unrepresented, and 
inarticulate and completely bewildered and 
unhappy at the orthodox Ls*our policy. 

Emrys Hughes, writing in Forward’s 
“Notes of the Week,” says: 

Today you will find the spirit of inter- 
national socialism and the policy that the 
British Labour Party should be advocating, 
not in the speéches of the orthodox leaders of 
the Labour Party but in those of George 
Lansbury and the Peace Pledge Union and the 
pacifist groups. 

Anyone in touch with Labour’s rank and 
file knows how true this is. 
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father are British subjects. the certificate 
of a British consul giving the same infor- 
mation, a discharge book showing that he 
has been twice torpedoed on His Majesty's 
service, and a couple of war medals—but 
he must also carry an alien's certificate. 
When work is available, which is less 
frequent when ships are laid up or con- 
verted to oil fuel, then the British sub- 
ject is chosen first, the alien last. 

There has been much unemployment, 
and consequent poverty, among the col- 
oured people. Lack of training and colour 
prejudice make alternative work difficult 
to obtain. If a man lives a common life 
with his fellows in a boarding house then 
he receives a smaller amount of unemploy- 
ment assistance. If he tries to join the 
RAF he is told that it is not open to 
coloured colonials. If his daughter manages 
to obtain work as a domestic servant with 
a sympathetic mistress, then the mistress’s 
friends stop visiting her. 

It is not to be wondered at that in such 
circumstances bitterness arises. 


NEW ASSOCIATION FORMED 


These facts became known to the Cardiff 
branch of the Fellowship of Reconciliation 
after several meetings with the Methodist 
Coloured Mission in Cardiff, and as a re- 
sult the South Wales Association for the 
Welfare of Coloured People has been 
formed. It obtained the support of 
Methodists, Friends. and Anglicans, and in 
particular the Industrial Christian Fellow- 
ship. 

Membership is on a Christian basis, and 

a form of associate membership is being 
arranged for those who cannot accept 
that basis. Its aims are to promote the 
welfare of coloured people, and friend: 
ship and understanding between coloured 
and white people. 

As the result of an appeal to the Home 
Office it has become possible for the fee 
for naturalization to be paid by instal- 
ments, and the certificates of nationality of 
a number of seamen have been obtained. 
A committee is being set up to continue 
this work. 

It is hoped to form an employment com- 
mittee which will try to find alternative 
employment for those displaced by the 
substitution of oil for coal, and for the 
children—especially the girls—who find it 
difficult to obtain suitable work. One of 
the difficulties seems to be the loneliness 
which girls experience if they have to live 
away from home. 


EDUCATION SCHEME 


It is hoped to make-arrangements with 
adult educational bodies for classes suited 
to the needs of the coloured people. Eng- 
lish is not the native tongue of many of 
them, and though they often show a great 
respect and desire for education, many of 
them have had little opportunity of satis- 
fying that desire. 

There is room too for a conciliation coms 
mittee. So long as there is injustice of any 
kind to either individuals or groups, there 
is the need to investigate and remove that 
injustice. 
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